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appointed to ehquire into the late of the Taft India 


Company, and for that purpoſe to inſpe& the books and accounts of the ſaid 
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\INDING in the diſpatches lately recelved'by the court of direct 


Company; and to report to the Houſe what they find material therein, in reſpect 
do the debts, credits, and effects, of the Company, as ulſo to the management 
. ©. "and preſent ſituation of the Company's affairs; together with their obſervations 
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provinces. 4 


And your committee find, That the court of directors having, by their letter to the preſi- 
dent and council at Fort William, dated the 28th of Auguſt 1771, ſignified their determina- 
tion, * to ſtand forth as Duan, and by the agency of the companz's ſervants to 'take upon 

themſelves the entire care and management of the revenues,” and having therefore authori- 


2ed apd req 
employed by him, or in 
charge or 4 


uired the preſident und council to diveſt Mahomed Reza Cawn, and every perſon.” 

| unction with him, or acting under his influence, of any farther 
rection in the buſineſs of the collections —and having expreſſed their'confidence ' 
— the preſident and council in the office of Duan would adopt ſuch regulations, ànd purſue 


4 1 
er 


R. b * s ſhould at once inſure to the company every poſſible advantage, and free the 


 Ryotts from 


oppreſſions of Zemindars and petty tyrants; under which they have been ſuf- 


to remain; and having directed them at the ſame time to ſubſtitute, in the place of Ma- 


* 


. Reza Cawn, a miniſter to tranſact the e eee and to ſelect for 


at purpoſe ſome. perſon well qualified for the | | and of v attachm 
to the company's intereſt they are well aſſured, and to recommend him to the Nabob, and to 
ſueceed Mahomed Reza Cawn as" miniſter of the government, and guardian of the Nabob's 
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| rs from the preſi- 

dent and council at Fort William, in Bengal, ſeveral important matters reſpecting the 

3 revenue of Bengal and Bahar, which appear to them highly worthy the attention of 

the Houſe in the preſent Juncture, they think it their duty to | 
dition to the report they have already made concerning the revenues of thoſe p 
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eza Cawn from the office of Naib Duan for the province of Bengal, and Shitabroy from the 
ſamo oſſies for-the prove of Babor; and iſſued, at the fame time, à proctarmarion at Moor- 
office of Naib Duan of the provinces; and they directed the chief and council of revenue at 
Moorſhedabad, and the chief and council at Patna, to take charge, for the preſent, of the 
office of Duan of their reſpective provinces, until a proper plan could be ſettled for the ma- 
ö nagement of that important Buſinels; and they! have appbinted Manee Begum, relict of the 
1 late Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn, guardian of the Nabob, and Raja Goordaſs, the ſon of Ma- 
| harajah Nuncomar, duan of the Nabob's houſhold, allowing to the ſaid Manee Begum a ſfa- 
lary of 140,090 rupees per Agnum, and to the ſaid Raja Goor for himſelf and officers, 
' 100,000 rupets fe Annum. “ { } „ 14 W 
And your committee find That the dent and evuncil hade; in conf > of the be- 
fore mentiqned orders, made ſeveral regulations for the future management. of the revenues, 
and of the Khalſa or ſuperior office of revenue; which regulations ate contained in an extract 
of the general letter from the preſident, and council in the revenue department the 3d of No- 
vember 1772, and in the confultatiengof-the eammitteejof revenue at Fort William of the 
48 and 28th of May 1772; and in the proceedings of the committee of circuit of the 28th 
— July and 20th of Auguſt 1772, on 2 ht aan" conducting Nor buſineſs of the 
Chalſa; which ſeverakpapess your committee have thought p. to ley before the hank, in 
5 1 2k. e 5 F, YE | ? $I * * * 


% 


To the Honourable the C OUR Y of 5 IRE CTO RS for Affairs of the Ho- 
nourable the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eft Indies, 


J T A. T2 Ig. W9q 


8 (1 | 3 3 5 : 
HonoURABLE gins, 


your revenues in Bengal to that period, ſince which we have cloſed the account of the neat 


15 our addreſs by the Colebrook, dated 1 3th Apiil laſt, we acquainted you with the ſtate of 
ttlements and collections for the laſt Bengal Year, a copy of which we now tranſmit a num-. 


— 


| berin this packet. From: ii N 


e to obfervez, that the total receipts: including ſome 
dedudtions written off to ptofit and loſg in the Moorſfiedabad tte dur, N for la 10 
3 DE to Sicca Rupees 1,57,26,576. 10. 2. 1. ſo that the balances for that year are now reduced to 
MF rrupees 12,40,812. 7. 15. a great part of which we ſhall ſtill hope to realize; and we flatter 
9 take of the Bengal collections for theſe ſeveral years paſt, with thoſe of the laſt year, will fully 


ſatisfy you as to the favourable ſucceſs we have met with in the collection of the revenues. 
The Moorſhedabad books, that will be tranſmitted you by the next ſhip, completely balanced, 
i þ pe 4 elucidate che ſtatement of the Jaſt year's revenue, Which we have nom the honour = 
J e . 400 bing mantis | 
At a meeting of your council of the goth of Auguſt, it was unanimouſly refolved to adopt 
the. plan propoſed by our .prefident and members of the committes gf circuit; an Coffimbuzar, | 
. | for removing the ſeat of the revenue huſineſs to the preſidency, and for putting this important 
branch of your affairs under the immediate management of your governot and council; in con- 
' "om ſequence of which we formed ourſelves into a board of revenue the 13th ult ; ſince that time 
| alt affairs reſpecting the collections, or internal government of the provinces, Have been con- 
c fined ſolely to this departments, and we ſhall henceforth addreſs yod ſeparately upon all matten 
which come under theſe heads. 12 Fs 57 19e 141 F 4 5112 Nen d 10 Minne N 
In order to give you; a diſtinct idea of this ſubject, and to make. it the more completa, we ſhall 
begin by recapitulating the moſt important, meaſutes that have been lately taken, and of which 
yon have; bean in part advided in our former letters... 
In our letter by the Nottingham, yon were informed of aur intention of letting the lands 
throughout tha provinces in farm upon long and well- regulated leaſesy! and we ate happy to re- 
flect chat ſuch a material and principal ode of conducting the collections ſhould: coincide ſo 
entirely with your ſentiments and orders on the ſubject. Aſter the moſt ferivas and mature de- 
liberations on this point, we determined, in our proceedings of the committee of revenue af 
the 14th, May, to eſtabliſh a plan for ſetiling the ſeueral diſti icta upon this footing, and for the 
future government of your collections. This being the conflitutidnal ground - wotk af all our 
ſubſequent meaſures, and-of the ſyſtem uhich we have ſince atempied to huild upon it; we 
have thought. it naeeſfary, for yout more immediate attention, ta tranſmit a copy of it 2 2 
number in the packet, with our reaſons at large for adopting the negulations therein lad den. 
Hiefore e proceed farther upon chis ſ abe it may not be improper to premiſe fome general | 
remarks on the ate of the province at this junctute. A Nita How notwy el Nag 
The effech of the dreadful famine which viſited theſe: provinges zn che year 170, and get 
e .courſe.of the year, have been regularly: made kucam de vn by our former 
adviech, and to the publick by laboured deſcriptions, in which every circumſtance of fact, 
and every art of language have been accumulated to raiſe compaſſion, and to excite indignation 


& ' 
15 5 "4's & © 


* | © 
f 5 J 
* | R Y —» | 
132 4 8 


againſt your ſervants, whoſe unhappy tot-it was to be the witneſſes and ſpectators of the ſuf- 
ferings of their fellow - creatures. But its influence on the revenues bas been yet unnoticed, 
and even unfelt but by thoſe from whom it is collected; for notwithſtanding the loſs of at 
leaſt one third of the inhabitants of the province, and the conſequent decreaſe of the culti- 
vation, the net collections of the year 1772 exceeded even thoſe of 1768, as will appear 


ftom the following abſtracts of 

i wee une enn eee en 1 * | 
+. bengadaiegs. 357 nt pobongas cm won d . 9 me 1a 
14175, Or 1 768, Net colled io,; —:ĩ— y — — 1552, 54,856. 0 4. 
. e year of dearth, which was productive jj „ 
nb, r 268, .de famine in che following peer . „ 137,40, 148. 6. 3. 
1178, or 1971 — 1,5726676. 10. 2. 1 
Deeds ent of deficieholes see 04 3 ets pos et 

..- , roccafſioned in the revenue by un- W941 ene d stung aff omg gt! 
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It was naturally to be expected that the diminution of the revenue ſhould have kept an 
equal pace with the other conſequences of ſo great a calamity; that it did not, was owing to 
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loſſes to government — 392,978. 11. 
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its being violently kept up to its former ſtandard. To aſcertain all the means by which this. 
was effected will not be eaſy ; it is difficult to trace the progreſs of the collections through al! 
its intricate channels, or even to comprehend all the articles which compoſe the revenue in its 


firſt operations. One tax however, we will endeavour to deſeribe, as it may ſerve to account 


for the equality which has been preſerved in the paſt collections, and to Which it has prin- 


cipally contributed. It is called Najay, and is an aſſeſſment upon the actual inhabitants of 
every inferior diviſion of the lands, to make up the loſs. ſuſtained in the rents of their neigh- 


bours, who are either dead or have fled the country. This tax, though equally impolitic in 
its inſtitution, and oppreſſibe in the mode of exacting it, was authorized by the antient and 
general uſage of the country. It had not the ſanction of government, but took place as a 
In ordinary caſes, and while the lands were in a ſtate of cultivation, it 
was ſcarcely felt, and never or rarely complained of. However irreconcileable to ſtrict juſtice, 
it afforded a reparation to the ſtate for occaſional deficiencies ; it was a kind of ſecurity againſt 
deſertion, by making the inhabitants thus mutually reſponſible for each other, and precluded- 
the inferior collector from availing himſelf of the pretext of waſte or: deſerted lands, to with 


matter of cou 


hold any part of his collections. But the ſame practice, which at another time and under 
different circumſtances would have been beneficial, became at this period an 


inſupportable 
burthen upon the inhabitants. The tax not being levied by any fixed rate or Randard, fell 
heavieſt upon the wretched ſurvivors of thoſe villages, which had ſuffered the greateſt depo- 
pulation, and were of courſe the moſt entitled to the lenity of government. It had alſo this 


additional evib attending it in common with every other variation froni the regular practice, 


that it afforded:an opportunity to the farmers: and ſhicdars to levy other contributions on the 

people under colour of it and even to inereaſe this to whatever magnitude they pleaſed, ſince 

[they wete-in "courſe an of che loſs: ſuſtained, and of the proportion which the inhabi- 
in 7 10 " PORE "FT 


tants were to pay to replace iti. 
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Complaints againſt this grievance were univerſal throughout the province, and it was to be 
feared, that the continuance of it would be ſo great a check to the induſtry of the people, as 


to impoveriſh the revenue in the laſt degtee, when their, former ſavings by 
ported „„ 7049%G 4 ADR, ADELE. 4081 4 48 587 G 
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Inviolably, adhered to, the novelty of the buſineſs to thoſe who were appointed to ſuperintend 


it, the chicanery of the e whom they were obliged to employ! as their agents, the acci- 
0 pop - | 3299 
occaſioned many changes. Every change added to the confuſion which involved the whole, 
and ſewy were either authorized or known by the preſiding members of the government. The 
=P which compoſed the revenue, the form of keeping accounts, the computation of time; 


ental exigencies of each diſtrict, and not unfrequently the ju 


* 


diffe 


— to themſelves the prerogative of plundering them in their turn, when they were fup- 
ſtood 
* ive ſhares of the public wealth. Theſe profits were conſidered as illegal embezzlements, 
- Gag Siodeers taken: with every caution. which could inſure ſecrecy; and being conſe- 
N ; 1 | * F 


„ ent. -It therefore became a duty to 8 take the moſt effectual meaſures to 


conceal 
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accounts of the board of revenue at Moorſhedabad-for the four 
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 Thowghſeven- years had clapſed fince the Company became poſſeſſed: of the Dewanny, yet 
no regular proceſs had ever been formed for conducting the buſineſs of the revenue. Every 
he indaree and every Taalok was left to its own particular cuſtoms. Theſe indeed were not 


len the technical terms, vrhich ever form the greateſt part of the obſcurity of every ſcience; .. 
ute red as much as the ſoil and productions of the province. This confuſion had its origin 
1 the nature of the former government. The Nazims exacted what they could from the Ze- 
W Bind great farmers of the revenue, whom they leſt at liberty to plunder all below, 


40 have enriched themſelves; with the ſpoils of the country. The Mutteſeddees who 
4 the Nazem and the Zemindars, or between them and the people, had each their 


no rule, depended on the temper, abilities, or power, of each individual for 
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ſury. It is rather foreign from the purpoſe of this expoſition, but too 


| to this . 10 „ pet, „ PEST VAR 8 fs . , ö . ih „ 
Too the original defects inherent in the conſtitution of theſe provinces, were added the une. 
qual and unſettled government of them. Since they became our property, part of the lands 
which were before in our poſſeſſion, ſuch as Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, tontinueg 
ſubject to the authority of their chiefs, who were immediately acebuntabſe to the pfeſidency.— 
The 24 Pergunnahs granted by the treaty of Plaſſey to the company were theirs on a diffe. 
rent tenure, being their immediate property by the excluſion of the Zemindata or hereditaty 
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parts of the province, and to provide for awequal-adminiſtration of juſtice. In the ſteps which 


ſtrict of Nuddea. The propoſals which were there delivered to them were expreſſed in ſo 
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evidceat the value of his property, and elude every enquiry. inte kis conduct, while he Ze. 
mindars and other landholders who had the advantage of long poſſeſſions, availed themſelyes of 
it by complex diviſions of the lands, and. intricate modes of collection, to perplex the officer 
of the. government, and confine the knowledge of the rents to themſelves. It will be ea- 


ſily imagined, that much of the current wealth ſtopped in its way ee. trea- 
: te not to be 
remarked; that it was fortunate ſuch a ſyſtem did prevail, ſince the embezzlements which 
it covered preſerved the curent ſpecie of the country, and returned it into circulation, while 
a great part of the wealth received by the government was expended in the country, and but 
a ſmall ſuperfſuity remained for. remittances-to the court of Delbee, where it was loſt far ever 
province. Mb; db GAA 134d} by 
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proprietors; their rents were received by agents appointed to each Pergunnah, and remitted 
to the collector who reſided in Calcutta; the reſt of the province was for ſome time entruſted 
to the joint charge of the Naib Dewan and reſident of the Durbar, and afterwards to the 


council of revenue at Moorſhedabad, and to the ſuperviſors who were accountahle to that 


council. The adminiſtration itſelf was totally excluded from à concern in this-branch- of 
the revenue, ©: 1 0% 41974 fas att ; * CPC Al 
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I be internal arrangement of each diſtrict varied no Jeſs than that of the hole ;provinee, 


The lands ſubject to the ſame collectors and intermixed with each other, were ſome held by 
farm, ſome ſuperintended by ſhicdars or agents on the part of the collector, and ſome left: to 
the Zemindars or Talookdars themſelves under various degtees of controul. Fbe firſt were racked 
without mercy, becauſe the leaſes were but of a year's ſtanding, and the farmer had no intereſt 


or check to reſtrain him ſrom exacting more than the land could bear ; the ſecond: were equally 
drained and the rents embezzled, as it was not poſſible for the collector, with the greateſt de- 


gree of attention on his part, to detect or prevent it; the latter, it may be ſuppoſed, were not ex · 
empted from the general corruption; if they were, the other lands which lay near them would 


ſuffer by the migration of their inhabitants, ho would naturally ſeek refuge from oppteſſion 
in a milder and more equitable governm an... 6 ROK 73 

IT be adminiſtration of juſtice has ſo intimate a connection with the revenue, that ve cannot 

omit the mention of it, while we are treating ofthis ſubject in a general view, although we have 


already given our ſentiments upon it at large in another place, to which we ſfiall cràye leave to 
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Ihe ſecurity of private property is the greateſt encouragement to induſtry, on which the 


wealth of every ſtate depends. The limitation of the powers annexed to the magiſtracy, the 
ſuppreſſion of every uſurpation of them by private authority; and the facilitating of. the acceſs 


to juſtice, were the only means by which ſuch a ſecurity: could be obtained: But this was im- 
flible under the circumſtances. which had hitherto prevailed o Mhile the Nizamut and the De- 


wannee were in different hands, and all-the rights of the former were admitted q. the courts of | 

juſtice, which were the ſole province of the Naim, though conftituted-for the general relief of 
the ſubjects, could receive no reformation. The court and officers-of the Nan e 

tinued, hut their eſſicacy was deſtroyed by the ruling inſluende of the Dewannee; i» Tberegular 

cCourſe of juſtice was every where ſuſpended, but every man exerciſed it, ho had! the power of 

- compellingoothers to ſubmit ta his deciſions.¶ The people were-oppreſied; they were diſcouraged, 


t were con 


and diſabled from improving the culture of their lands, and in proportion as they had the de- 


wands: of inviduals_ to-gratify, they, were-prevented from diſcharging vat was legally duct 
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government. 


Such was the ſtate of the revenue when yaur commands were received by the Lapwing, and 


happily removed the diſſic ulties which had hitherto oppoſed the introduction of à more pe 

ſyſtem, by aboliſhing the office of Naib Duan, and authorizing your adminiſtration to aſſume 
openly the management of the Dewannee in yout name, without any foreign intervention. 
In the execution of theſt your intentions, the points vhich claimed. our principal attention, as 


will appear by the above deſeription, were, tp render the accounts of the revenue ſim le and in- 


telligible, to eſtabliſh fixed rules for the collections, to make the mode of them uniform in al 


we wn already taken, we have laboured to attain theſe ends j with what ſueteſs will be ſeen 

Caen +1 14 VCC BY Wo T5757 ii a 1415 4k Er 
The regulations which we have before mentioned being completed, and the committe of 
cuit appointed, conſiſting (as we mentioned in our laſt) of the gouernor, meſſieuts Middleton, | 
Daeres, Lawrell, and Graham; we publiſhed our intention of farming all the lands of the pro) 
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vince of Bengal in leaſes of five years, and invited all perſons to make'/prop6ſals; 


The committee firſt proceeded to Kiſhennagur, and there entered bn the ſettlement of the di 


vague 
and uncertain a manner, and differed ſo widely from each other in form, that it wan ie ; 
to make a compariſon or to aſcertain the proportionable amount of each, and the few oh 
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inhabitants in the quiet poſſeſſion of the lands, whilſt t 
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MM Ived on, the lands of Kiſhenagur were put up to public 
auction, and a final ſettlement vas made for five years on an ace 


bs umulating increaſe ; ſor the par- 
which we muſt beg lea 


hereditary, Zemindars, would be a meaſure. we ſhould be very willing to adopt, as we believe 


than the farmer from the perpetual intereſt which the former hath in the country, and be- 


* his inheritance cannot be removed; and, it would be improbable he would riſk the 
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their real value, or of che 
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Agh's and privileges, grounded upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a Jong ſeries of family fics 


cCeſſion, and fair! purchaſe. Theſe being duly conſidered, there occurred to us only the two 
following modes which could be purſued, in making their ſettlement. Phe firſt was, to let 


their lands to farm; to put the renters in entire poſſeſſion and authority over them, oblizing 


them to pay each Zemindar or Talookdar a certain allowance ur per centage for the ſubſiſtence o 


himſelf and family : The ſecond was to ſettle with the Zemindars themſelves on the footing of : 
farmers, obliging them firſt to enter into all the conditions of à farmer's leaſe; Secondly,” Ta 
pay the fame fevenue that could be expected from farmers 3. Thirdiy, to give reſj ponſible ſecuri- 


ties; and Fourthly, To admit à reſerve in favour of government, for making, during the 


courſe of their actual Teaſe, an exact Huſtabood, (valuation from acebunts) or a meaſurement 
of their poſſeſſions, in order to aſcertaih theit true value at a future ſettlement, ſfouſd the pre- 
ſent accounts be found to be fallacious, or. concealments ſuſpected. We have allowed a degree 
of weight to the arguments of the Zemindars and Talookdars in favour of their plea of right, 
which, by adopting the firſt mode of ſettlement, would ' doubtleſs be expoſed to riſk; for as 


the authority given to the farmers would reduce the preſent incumbents to the level of mere pen- 


floners, and greatly weaken their claims as proptietors, ſo in the courfe of a few Tong leaſes, 


their rights and titles might, from the defigns of the farmers to eſtabliſh them ſelves in their 


eſtates, the death of the old inheritors, and the fucceſſion of minors, be involved in ſuch ob- 
fcurity, doubt, and controverſy, as to deprive them totally of their "inheritance. ©*T'6 expoſe 
the Zemindars and Talookdars to this riſk, is neither conſiſtent with our notions of equity, nor 
with your orders, which direct, “that we do not by any ſudden change alter the conſtitution, 
4 nor deprive the Zemindars, .&c. of their antient privileges and immunities.“ Another argu- 
ment drawn from the conduct, naturally to be expected from the Zemindars and Faltookdars, 

weighed ſtrongly with us,” and proves an objection to adopting the firſt mode. From'a long 
continuance of the lands in their families, it is to be concluded, they have rivetted an authority 
in the diſtrict, acquired an aſcendancy over the minds of the Ryotts, and ingratiated their affec. 


tions. From cauſes like theſe; if entire deprivation were to take place, there could not be ex- 


pected leſs material effects than all the evils of a divided authority, prejudice to the revenue, 
and deſertion and deſolation to the lands: Whereas, from continuing the lands under the ma- 
nagement of thoſe who have a natural and perpetual intereſt in their proſperity, provided their 


value is not of too great an amount, ſolid advantages may be expected to accrue, 'Every conſi- 
deration then ſways us, where it can be done with the proſpect of the advantage beforemen- 


tioned, to adopt the ſecond mode in ſettling with the inferior Zemindars and Talobkdars. F irſt, 
an equivalent revenue may be thereby obtained, with ſecurity for its punctual payment; Se- 


condly, the converting them into farmers eſtabliſhes the government's right of putting their 


lands on that footing, whenever they ſhall think proper, the awe'of which muſt conſtantly 
operate to enſure their good behaviour and good management; "Thirdly, the clauſe of ſcru- 
tiny, to which they are ſubjected, will alſo have the ſame tendency, at the ſame time that it 
may be ſtrictly put in force where there is cauſe to ſuſpect concealments, or a profpett preſents 
of increaſe to the revenue. 20 rein b a 11 HY WOT FEI | +15 renn l a - It: wy F % 

Agreeable to theſe ideas, the committee at Kiſhenagur/ exempted the ſeveral Talooks in 
that diſtrict from the public ſale, as the poſleffors engaged ro'abide by ſuch à ſettlement as 
ſhould be deemed equivalent and juſt; and an exact valuation was accordingly made of their 
lands. It was however found, that the terms offered by the Zemindar of Ses of a be⸗ 
fore- mentioned, were not equivalent to the expectations the committee had reaſon to enter- 
tain from the public auction of the ſeparate farts; and the faith of government having been 


already engaged to ſuch farmers, whoſe offers had been formerly accepted: for theſe reaſons, 


joined with the well-known ſubtle and faithleſs character of the Zemindar, it was: determined 

to reject his propoſals, and to give the preference to the offers of the farmers; Which were. 

more advaritdgeous to government. CO PII DD RT 

The ſettlement of Kiſhenagur being concluded,” a fixed Dewan was choſen by the com- 

mittee,” to be joined with the collector in the ſuperintendancy of the revenues, conformably 

to our eſtabliſhed regulations before referred to, and inſtructions were accordingly given big | 
\* 1c oy ee HIT TH 
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for his guidancgtdmme.. 


We have been thus explicit in relating the tranſactions of Kiſhenagur, both as theſe will 
ſerve to point out the various effects of our previous determinations, as well as the motives 
which gave occaſion to thoſe which were ſuperadded by the committee, from local or gene- 


ral obſervations; and to convey an idea of the plan, on which the ſettlement of the Whole 


province will be formed, of which that of Kiſhenagur may be regarded as the model. 
The province of Radſ{hahy,'and the Huzzoor Zelahs were täken next into confideration, 
and the ſame regulations eſfabliſned previous to their ſettlement, as at Kiſhenagur; public 
advertiſements being made for receiving propoſals for the farming the different Pürgunnahs in 
Radſhahy, and a proper time limited for their delivery. The terms given in for the whole 
of the weſtern diviſion were examined, and the offers of the farmers and Zemindar accu- 
rately compared. Thoſe of the latter were found more advantageous to government: 4 ſet- 
tlement for five years was accordingly concluded with the Ranny Bowanny, the Zemindar 
of that diſtrict, whoſe ſubſtance, credit,” and character, rendered the conditions of her” offer 
the more defireable, eſpecially as ſhe conſented to the committee's plan of ſubdividing the 
lands into fourteen lots, or farms, and engaged to depoſit the farmers Cabooleats or 8075 ** 
ments, as a collateral ſecurity with her own, for the punctual payment of her rents. = 
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other propoſals being givem in for the eaſtern diviſion of Radſhahy ; it was in Ice manner 
farmed to the Zemindar, whoſe knowledge of, and long eſtabliſhed reputation in the country, | 
enabled her to make.more/advantageous'offers, for this alſo than any other perſon ; and we 
doubt not but we ſhall realize the whole of the revenue ffom theſe important and extenſive 
diſtricts, which will receive an additional advantage, befides/a reduction of the expence of 
the collections, in being thus united under their! hereditary and ancient proprietor. 
The Huzzoor Zelahs, and the inferior Zemindarries and Taldokdarries, bordering on Moor- 
ſh&dabad: and Radſhahy, were alſo ſettled on the ſame plan, a preference being always given 8 S's 
to the offers of the hereditary poſſeſſors, as be fore obſerved. But as it would take up too 
much of wur time to deſcend to a minute detail of theſe numerous ſettlements, we muſt 
take the liberty of referring you to the proceedings of the committee of eircuit: you, will | 2 
therein notice, that we baye appointed five additional collectors to ſuperintend the revenue of 21 
. thoſe diſtricts. It was with ſome reluctance, we found ourfelves under the neceſſity of in- e "A 
_ creaſingithe; number of theſe appointmenis; they were rendered unavoidable; by the intri- ; 
cacy of thoſe: parts of the Huzzoor Zelahs, which have been thus diftributed among them; but S by 
we hope that the liberty which we haye given to the farmers, who may be ſo diſpoſed, to pay _ 
their rents immediately to the Sudder, or Head+cutcherry, will in time enable us to reduce thoſe | | =_— 
eſtabliſnments. + rig $2} e F 1 TOW $ 09 215 Wo, 90149 19H] | * 
In the intervals of public buſineſs, the committee were employed in deliberating on the __ 
ſteps referred to them, which were proper to be taken for carrying into execution your late | To 3 
orders by the Lapwing, where you declare your intention of “ ſtanding forth as Dewan, b | WT 
$, the agency of the Company's ſervants to aſſume the entire management of the revenues, r 
leaving it to us to plan and execute this important work, “ by adopting ſuch regulations | 5 
© and.quriuing ſuch meaſures, as ſhould at once enſure to the Company every poſſible ad- | Kee, 
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\ The kd conſideration was; whether the board of revenue at Moorſhedabad ſhould be;aboliſh- 
ed, and the buſineſs of the collections, in all its branches, put under the management of the 
members of your adminiſtration at the preſidency; and after allowing due weight to every /argu= EET 
ment that occurred, we agreed unanimouſly with the committee, in the neceſſity of this laſt | LT 
meaſure, which has accordingly been fince carried into execution: we take the liberty of lay- | = 
ing before you the grounds upon which we have ventured to make this alteration,” in the | PE 
fattering hopes that it will meet with your approval. 20 nog Ws. 
As the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the collection of the revenue, are by far the moſt ; IN 
important objects of government, they certainly claim the firſt attention of your preſident 1 
and council; . at a time when ſo many weighty matters intimately connected with . A} 
them, are antruſted by you to our inveſtigation and judgment, and when the ſtate of the = 
country requires timely, well digeſted, and ſpirited meaſures. While the controuling and exe. * | A 
cutive part of: the revenue, and the correſpondence with the collectors, was carried on by a 3 
council at Moorſhedabad, the members of your adminiſtration had not an opportunity of acqui- 
ring that thorough and comprehenſive knowledge of the revenue, which can only reſult from 
practical experience; but as your late. orders tend to eſtabliſh a new ſyſtem, enjoin many new 
regulations and enquiries, which could not properly be delegated to a ſubordinate council, 'it 
became abſolutely neceſſary, that the buſineſs of the revenue ſhould be conducted under our _ | 


o 3 
0 
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Ibis change, we truſt, will afford great relief to the inhabitants of the provinces, in 
opening to them a more ready acceſs to juſtice, inſomuch that appeals from the deciſions 
of the inferior courts may now be made directly to the preſideney, whereas formerly they 
vere fitſt tranſmitted to the council at Moorſhedabad, and from thence an appeal lay 

ng . 2190 mods ot. 05 e TIT G3 TU GTO 9 29M 

Another good conſequence will be the great increaſe of inhabitants, and of wealth, in 

Calcutta, Which will not only add to the conſumption of our moſt valuable manufactures 

imported from home, but will be the means of conveying to the natives a more intimate knows 
: In of our cuſtoms and manners, and of conciliating them to our policy and govern» 
/ ß 16. 3 OPORTIG BY: 1 
Beſides the reaſons above urged for the diſſolution of the council of Moorſhedabad, we 
muſt beg leave to add this farther argument in reply to the objection which may poſſi - 
bly. de made to it, as repugnant to your commands of the zoth June 1769. We now con- 
keins tdem, however, to be ſuperſeded by your later orders, and the, diſeretionary powers you 
have given us in your letter by the Lapwing, Nevertheleſs we ſhould have thought our- 
ſolves indiſpenſably bound to have adhered to the ſpirit of them, ſo far as they could be 
wy. to-Ccoincide with the new ſyſtem of the Dewanny, but we found them totally ſubverted 
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_ While Moorſhedabad remained tbe ſeat of your collections, every conſideration required the 

eſt bliſhment of a council to ſuperintend them, as it was a truſt every way too great for an in- 
divi nal. On theſe grounds alone, we preſume, your orders for forming ſuch councils at 

| Moorſhedabad. and Pata were framed ; but when 4 office of Naib Duan was aboliſhed, 
and you had declared your reſolution to place the collections under the immediate charge of 
Your, own ſervants, there remained no reaſon for continuing that department of the revenue 
at ſuch a diſtance from the obſervation of your governor and council, and the removal of the 
collections to the preſidency; as it left us no buſineſs ſor an inferior council, of eourſe ren- 
deled their continuance. and'th nine an eſtabliſiment needleſs. We _ 90 
* | | | | ulge 
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of the collections, will go a number in the packet. wants. 3 of 
The more regular adminiſtration of juſtice: was alſo: deliberated on by the committee of cir. 


coreaſing revenue, on a plan ſimilar to the other farmed lands. 
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dulge ourſelves: therefore why antither hope, that an annual faving of ſome lacks: of -rupeds; 
| will be derived from this altermion, although we are well aware of the expence and inconveni- 


ence which ever attends-inngyations of all kinds, on their firſt inſtitutio n 1, 
As the reaſons for the removal of the Thalſa are treated on very largely in the proceedings of 
the committee of circuit of 28th July, and contain many obſervations on the natute of the re- 
venue in general, which are too voluminous to be inſerted in the body of this letter 3 We wiſh 
to recommend theſe to your particular attention 75!0˙:9 vb᷑- 
| The plan which we have formed for conducting the duſineſs of the Khalſa, or ſuperior office 


© 
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cuit, and a plan was formed by them, which afterwards met with our approbation. We can. 
not give you a better idea of the grounds on which this was framed, than by referring you to a 
copy of it, together with a letter from the committee to the board on the occaſion ; both of 
which make numbers in this packet, and we earneſthy recommend them to your peruſal 3 re- 
queſting to be aſſiſted with ſuch farther orders and inſtructions thereon, as they may require for 
completing the fyſtem which we have thus endeavouted to eſtabliſh on the moſt equitable, ſolid, 
and permanent footing. We hope they will be read with that indulgence, which we are hum- 
bly of opinion, is due to a work of this kind, undertaken on the plain principles of experience 
and common: obſervation, without the advantages, which an intimate knowledge of the theory 
of law might have afforded us. We have endeayoured to adapt. our regulations to the man- 
ners and underſtandings of the people, and exigencies of the country, adhering as cloſely as 
we were able to their ancient uſages and inſtitutions: It will be ſtill a work of ſome months, we 


fear, before they can be thoroughly: eſtabliſhed throughout the provinces; but we ſhall think 


4 


our —_ amply recompenſed, if they meet with your approbation, and are productive of 


the good effects we had in view. 


Our preſident returned to Calcutta about the middle of September; Mr. Middleton remainel 
at Moorſhedabad to take charge of his appointments; and the other three members of the com 
mittee of cireuit proceeded to Dacea, where they are now employed in making the ſettlement 


of that province and the adjacent diſtricts, after Which they will continue their tour to the 


remaining diviſions on the eaſtern ſide of Bengal, and we hope to tranſmit the farther parti- 


; culars of their proceedings, by one of the ſhips of this { 18 Ny together with a comple e ſtate· 


ment of your revenue for the following five veĩůU....ʒĩ7ͥii d 0 9, 
Beſides the general, plan before · mentioned for-regulating the new ſyſtem of conducting the 
revenues, and the ſeveral other points therein referred to, the committee of revenue at the 

reſideney, compoſed of the remaining members of your council, were employed in preparing 
the ſettlements; of the diſtticts of Hougly, Midnapore, Beerbhoom, Jeſſore, and the Calcutta 


lands; theſe, together with the diſtricts allotted. to the committee of circuit, complete the 
whole of Bengal, excepting Burdwan, where the lands are already lett in farm on leaſes of 


five years, which, do not expire till the end of the Bengal year 1182. 

In conſequence of the public advertiſements for making the ſettlement of Hougly, a num- 
ber of propoſals for farming the lands were delivered in, and after an exact ſcrutiny was made 
into them, thoſe which appeared to be the moſt advantageous to government were accepted. It 
was originally intended to let them in ſmall farms, but the offers for larger lots being much 
higher than the others, we were tempted to prefer them: there were likewiſe many Talook 
darries and petty Zemindatries in this diſtrict, the poſſeſſors of which repreſented to us the 


length of time they had held their lands, and the wretched condition they would be reduced 


to, were they now to be deptived of them, as they engaged to pay to government an increaſed 
rent in proportion to their value; we were induced by the ſame motives as actuated the com- 


mittee of circuit in ſimilar inftances, to continue to them their hereditary poſſeſſions. In one 


or two of the Purgunnas ſome deductions were found neceſſary to be made on account of the 
particular degree in which they had ſuffered by the late famine, but a favourable increaſe be- 


ing added to the other Purgunnahs, we have renaſon to be ſatisfied with the good ſucceſs which 
has attended the ſettlement of Hougly and its dependan ce. „ 
The ſettlement of Beerbhoom, {| ing and Pacheat, has alſo been effected upon an in- 
The diſtricts of Jeſſore and Mahomed Shahy are ſettled on terms advantageous to govern- 
ment, as appears by the accounts delivered in by Mr. Lane, a member of our board, Who was 
deputed to accompliſh that buſineſs ; and a full repreſentation of his proceedings is recorded in 
Our conſultation. of the 10th | Auguſt, | 4, BY i ug — 15 | yo Iv l E 
By the proceedings it appears, that the Calcutta lands have been completely farmed, but as 
ſome of the farmers have flown off from their engagements, and abſconded, and the execution 
of the title deeds with the reſt is delayed, we have hitherto been prevented from finally 
adjuſting this buſineſs ; we ſhall therefore defer tranſmitting a farther ſtatement of theſe 
lands till the next ſhip, as well as that of Midnapore, the ſettlement of which is now in 
grout jorwardnels, ||} eee SRO Bt nee,, 
In purſuance of your poſitive injunctions we have been endeavouring ſor ſome time paſt to 
collect the fulleſt information concerning the ſalt buſineſs in Bengal, that we may be enabled 


to form ſuch regulations as ſhall appear the beſt calculated for ſecuring the duties of govern - 


ment upon that article, and for the general benefit of the trade for our proceedings in theſe 
matters, fo far as we have hitherto been able to effect, we refer you to the: conſultations non 
tranſmitted, and particularly to that of the 7th October ; and as this ſubject is one of the — 
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The Hougly' diſputed balances of ſalt, which have been a matter of contention.and.difficuly 


ty for theſe-two ye paſt, we have at lepgth happily adjuſted, as recorded in qu. proceed» 
ings of the 1ſt Od ober. C V 2xomda aritet hue gt 
bad, have not been} let to farm, put continue to be collected by the officers of go 
ment, in order that no obſtacles may occur in ne, modelling this 
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ire of your reyenue, 


igreeabiy to dur inſtructiona: At preſent we wait for adyices. and farther lights from the 
_ committee! of citeuit at Dacca, concerning the Shawbunder or bead cuſtomsheuſe in 
chat diſtrict 3 being furniſhed with theſe, we ſhall proceed to form. one general and, uniform 


plan for the collection of duties, which will be duly tranſmitted for your information. % 
The humane attention ſheun. in your commanils of the zoth June 3769, and recommended 


in many” el Jour Jetters ſince chat. date, to.the.rights el the Zemindaray; who ewe inberiged | 
lands from their anceſtors, encourages us to ſolicit-your compaſſion, for the antient proprietors | 


of the twenty fdur Pergunnas, or Calcutta lands; which became the company's Zemindarry 
by the treaty of Plaſſey, and from which they were conſequently dif oſſeſſed. A ſmall parc 
of theſeilantls were before that time united with the Zemindarries of Burdwan and Nudde 


whoſe Zemindars are amply provided for: The other Zemindars and Talunders have — 


nued ſince that time in a ſtate of extreme indigence, - ſome of them have large families to 


em gr vernment, when. any Zemindar was di. 
veſted of authority, to allow him a ſubſiſtance out of the rents of his Zemindarrie, proportioned 


-to the annual income of it z this proportion eommonly amounted: to-0ne-tenth 2 We „would 


not recommend ſo large an allowance for theſe people; we are perſuaded that they will be 


contented with a much more moderate income, and receive it with gratitude. As this indul- 
gence has been extended to all the ocker Zemindars in both the . were plat 
ced under your government, we have judged that this repreſentation of the caſe of theſe who 
alone have been excluded from it would not be unacceptable to you. 41 


As the ſettlement of the [province of Bahar had heen made for a term of years, and therefore 


did not require any inimediate alteration, we ſhall wait to finiſh the whole of our regulations in 
Bengal before v attempt any innovations in that province. The ouly peint on which we think. 
we can give you any previous intimation of our future proceedings in thoſe parts, is, that we 


deem it proper to unite] the collections with thoſe of Bengal, and eſtabliſh the ſame, tegulations | 


in both provinces, as ſoch as we can do it with oonveniency, and without adding to our preſent 
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1 wr . > i Niva Fort William, the zath May 27. 2 
At à committee * of fevenue; PRESEN.T, The honourable: Warten, Haſtipgs, 
Eſquire, William Alderſey, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, Richard Barwell, 
James Harris, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, John Graham, Eſquires. 89 lag 
EAD and approved the proceedings of the foth inſtant-. 11% el co 108 4 bavipan . 
| It has already been reſolved + in conſultation of the 16th,ultimo, to let the lands; of the 


province in farm, and for long leaſes; and this reſolution has been communicated ge: the court pf 


* . 


directors in the laſt general letter : This, therefore, being the ground-work;of pur deliberg- 


tions on the general meaſures which are to be taken for the future ſettlement, of dhe collecti- 
ons, it may not be improper in this place to aſſign the reaſons which, have induced us to ſorm 
theſe reſolutions. 2 en e .. 

There is no doubt that the mode of letting the lands in farm is in eyery reſpect the malt cl;- 
gible: It is the moſt ſimple, and therefore the beſt adapted 0 2 government conſtituted like 
that of the Company, which cannot enter into the detail and miuutiæ of the oollections. Any 
mode of agency, by which the rents might be received, is liable to unceftainty, to per plexed. 
and inextricable accounts, to an infinity of little balances, and to embealements; in a word, 


both the intereſt of the ſtate and the property of the people mult be at the mercy of the agents; | 


nor is it an object of trivial conſideration, that the buſuſeſs of the ſervice, already "Se 
much of it is unavoidably neglected, would be thereby rendered ſo voluminous, and the atten- 


tion of the board fo divided, that nothing would be duly attended to; the current affafts would 1 


fall into icrecoverable arrears, the reſolutions upbn them be precipitate and de 
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® This is a committee of the whole board of council, und their determination finak . 
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Fx The reſolution alluded to docs not appear dn Mus conſultation of 36 of April. 
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xity' of the government ſet at nought, the power which it muſt neceſſarily delegate to others 
would be abuſed, and the moſt pernicious conſequences enſue, from the impoſfibility of finding 
time to examĩne and correct them: That ſuch would be the caſe we with confidence affirm, ſince 
we already experience the exiſtence of theſe evils in part, from the great increaſe of affaits, which 
has devolved to the charges of this government, and the want of a reduced ſyſtem; no leſs than 
from àa want of immediate inſpection and execution: This is a point well worth the attention 
of the board, in every propoſition that may come before them as eſſentially reſpecting the conſti- 
tution and general intereſts of the company. 1. 195 YEN nnen : 00 £143 4SbY0 1: hk FF 
Too let the lands for long leaſes is a neceſſary conſequence of letting them: The farmer who 
holds his farm for one year only, having no intereſt in the next, takes what he can 
with the hand of rigour which even in the execution of legal claims is often equivalent to 
violence: He is under th e neceſſity of Yu rigid, and even cruel; for what is left in arrear 
after the explration of his power, is at beſt a doubtful debt, if ever recoverable ; he will be 
tempted to exceed the bounds of right, and to augment his income by irregular exactions, and 
by racking the tenants, for which pretences will not be wanting, where the farms paſs annually 
from one hand to another. What ſhould hinder him? He has nothing to loſe by the deſer- 
tions of the inhabitants, or the decay of cultivation: Some of the richeſt articles of tillage re- 
quire a length of time to come to perfection; the ground muſt be manured, banked, wa- 
tered; plowed,” and ſowed, or planted: FThoſe operations are begun in one ſeaſon, and 
coſta heavy expence; wich is to be repaid by the crops of the ſucceeding year: What 
farmer will either give encouragement or aſſiſtance to a culture of which another is to reap 
the fruits? innen 71 Senn n. 10 moet 7 r OHNE DT 1115 MM „ * 
The diſcouragements which the tenants feel from being transferred every year to new land- 
lords are a great objection to ſuch - ſhort leaſes— They contribute to injure” the cultivation, 
and diſpeople the lands; they deprive the induſtrious Ryot of thoſe aids known by the appel- 
latin of Tuccaubee, ſo eſſentially neceſſary to enable him to purchaſe cattle, ſeeds, and 
utenſils of huſbandry; which a more permanent farmer will ever find it his intereſt to ſupply, as a 
means of promoting an increaſed cultivation; and they of courſe prove an unſutmountable 
obſtacle to bringing into an arable ſtate the immenſe tracts of waſte land Which overſpread this 
fertiſe eduntry. 10 tone in ee en Hach <x 57 UNS 1936S Weib % org a N 
The defects of ſhort leaſes point out, as a neceeſſary conſequence, the oppoſite advantages 
EF , 104 36 OUS HE; eit OY TUE FEE 45 
From theſe the farmer acquires. a permanent intereſt in\his lands; he will for his own ſake 
lay out money in aſſiſting his tenants, in improving lands already cultivated; and in clearing 
and cultivating waſte lands; he will not dare to injure the hents, nor encroach in one year on 
the profits of the next, becauſe the future loſs which muſt enfue from ſuch a proceeding will be 
his own; the tenants will grow familiarized to his authority; and a mutual attachment is at 
leaſt : more likely to proceed, from a long intercourſe between them, eſpecially when their inte- 
«reſts are mutually blended, than from al new and tranſitory connection which is ready to expire 
before. it can grow into acquaintance,  _ | / oo 
Such ate the arguments which have occurred to us in ſupport of the two 3 on which 
we have already determined, namely, to diſpoſe of the lands to farm, and on long leaſes. 
We at happy to reflect that the commands of our honourable maſters, in many of their 
late general letters, but eſpecially _ | ſtrongly inculcate the fame opinion. 

AU WDYOtLS# T2 | ap | | | 
The board now proceed to the final conſideration of the meaſures requiſite for the ſettlement 


of the collections, and àre agreed in the following reſolutions : _ | 
ift. The only general principles to guide © | 1ſt. That the farms ſhall be let for the fixed 
our determination on this point are, That the term of | five years, to commence from the iſt 
leaſes be not too ſhort, for the reaſons above of this inſtant, Byſaac 1179, or the 10th 
recited ; nor too Jong, leſt the farmer ſhould' April 1722727. 4 
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bk acquite an influence ſo great in the lands as %%%; ũͥ WGR 2a FE 
to inſute the rights or authority of his ſu er- 6 + 29164 YO; ip; i 


ceſſor, or left the knowledge of their value be 
- confined to the preſent poſfeſſor, and | loſt to 
others: We are of opinion that a longer ten 

than ſix years might be liable to theſe objec= _ 

tions, as à ſhorter than three would not anſwer" © 

the ends propoſed by farming the lands. There 
are no valid reaſons for aſſigning a preferen nee 

to any one particular term of years above ano 

ther within theſe extremes of 3 or 6, ſince te 

cauſes which might operate in favour of an 

period for one place, from the confideration f 

the ſoil, crops, or any other local accident s, 

would not hold good in others; but we are e 
opinſon that, for the ſake of regularity, anx g FOE STA 
for facilitating the courſe of buſineſs, the ſame | : 

term of years, and the ſame period for their 1 

commencement, ſhould be fixed for all te 
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Farms throughout the province, and, where r 30043; noun 

"the lands are already in farm, that the leaſes fhh e od oo nent ade 
extended, ſo as that the whole leaſes of te TC Wart, 
province may fall at one time. ee ar 3g ot att Ruler oro 

| a 2d. The late Gf this regulation is to free "ad. Tbat the farms (hall conſiſt of entire 
the accounts of the revenue from intricacy, Purgunnabe, provided they do not exceed the 5 
to prevent diſputes between the farmers, and annual amount of one lack of rupees ; in tj 
to guard againſt the hazard of loſſes by their Which cate they ſhall be divided*into {ſuch 7 
negligence or embezzlements. equal proportions as ſhall reduce the amount | 1 
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of each conſiderably below that ſum, unleſsthe e 74 "th 
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1 8 acknowledged reſponſibility and good charae- _ 
my ie 7014 align 2615 10 1 | ter of the farmer {hall ſupport his pretenfions | 
Fw oth yo roninogy t i lent. aint 3d to rent. the whole, Purgunnah; and chat all * 
Co ri ad 1o0l OR 42242 v7.2: Villages or portions of lands, which have been 3 
ile e ee 3.0 ee e hitherto lett in ſeparate farms, ſhall be re · au- =_ 
Ry e 5 EE nexed to the Purgunnahs to which they ori- 
ad. The farms and uſages peculiar to each 3d. That a committee of the board ſhall be | I; 
diſtrict, and the preſent and improveable ſtate appointed to go on a circuit through the pro- = 
of their lands, require a local inſpection; vince, and to form the Bundibuſt or ſettle- | 2 8 
they cannot be known with any degree of cer= ment at the Sudder Cutcherry of each diſtrict. EE. 
tainty by remote obſervations, or the intereſted „ | | 
"and fugerficial ſcrutinies. of the \natives; a |, bo Lo | _ 
// / tt 
pee eien leſs bazard-of beide deceived in |, _—_— 
"ntelligenee or diſappointed in their _inveſtiga- II. 1 8 
/ ¶ũ * . oe 41 od 1 
_ drefs any grievances which the inhabitants m aun e e ” | 
%%% / og, bon dt ontt : = 
%% forte exipens . / Hos aol Du = 
cies of each diſtrict, or even to 1 77 „ N EVITE Pony 2 
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Ah. This requires no rem. g84ch. That the ſaid committee ſhall conſiſt | 1 
Eine ad r e Bens Hom "the | | 27% 
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f / Dacres, Lawrell, and g _— 
)” ᷑ EàEàf active act ew unde. Graham. LESS, tk © 6S 
Itp. The reafon for excluding theſe diſtricts th. That the ſettlement of the diſtricts of = 
from a local inſpection, are, "Their proximity Hugly, Hedgelee, Calcuns e, Burd- 73 1 
which are diſtant from it, and the want of Pacheat, ſhall be determined by the remaining 7 
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time to include the Whole in the ſame mode members of the board. 
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of ſettlement. ee e 
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btb. The term © ſuperviſor was prope ly Stk. That as the Company have determined —_ 
ſuited to the original commiſſion, which was to ſtand forth as Duan, che ſeryapts employed _ _ 
to examine, inſpect, and teport— This office in the management of the collections ſhall be _ 
has been, long 1 1 but we appre- henceforward ſtiled collectors, inſtead of Ds. 


bend that the continuance of the name, and the preſent appellation of ſuperviſors.” | _ 


K's 


of many of the reſidents in the ſame ſtations _ | == 
which they now fill as collectors, may harre I OD . 
were never regularly adviſed % „/ on Tb Dad T6 5 1 
into the opinion that the firſt commiſſion ſti l ooo 
ſubſiſted. As the buſineſs of the ntlemen i 725 8 5 rr 4 Vac VVV | 3 | f 
Rationed in the diſtricts is ſolely io ſuperinten ob fo ! EM 
and collect the revenue, they can only be pro: JJ 5 
perly ſtiled collectors ſo much depends enn ]ĩèĩ5é—? To 9511 43 


Eng l * i 9913 be 

the juit application of names, that we urges... e oh is foul on n 3 
this alteration with a thorough conviction both „ „ i nwo e fo ne ffs ad yer | : 8 
of its utility and neceſſity. 15 i 1955 44 | ? 14 2681216 nne e 400 1:1 | a 
7th. The propriety of this regulation will 7th, That a fixed Dewan ſhall, be; choſen FM 


require no argument; we doubt of its imme- and nominated by the board, Who all be e 2 
diate efficacy as a check on the collectors; but joined with, the collector in the ſuperinten- | Pads 

this in time, and by the addition of ſuch far- dancy of the revenues That he ſhall keep | 
ther regulations as experience ſhall recom- ſeparate accounts: of; the collections, . accor- 
mend, we hope may be in a great meaſure ding to the eſtabliſhed: forms of the country. 

accompliſhed. In the mean time the appoint- counterſign all orders cireulated in the Mo- 
ment of a Dewan will be a certain means of fuſſel, all receipts granted to the farmers, an, 
; | COunter-" a7 tf; ©: din 1 vos 5 40 5: 
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counteracting that improper influence which 
the Banyans of the collectors are ever eager 
to aſſume in the management of their employ z 


and it will provide againſt the loſs of rents and 


confuſion of aceounts which the frequent re- 


movals of the collectors would otherwiſe un- 
avoidably occaſion— as the Dewan will be 
fixed to the office, and of courſe able to keep 
the buſineſs always in train, notwithſtandi 

any charges which may take place in his di- 


_ "8th This regulation is founded on the ſame _ 
principle, and is only a continuation | of the 


"I 


oth. We conſider this as the greateſt ſecu- 
_ rity that we can give to the farmer for the 


rights and profits of his farm, and of courſe 
the moſt powerful encouragement, to thoſe 
who are ſollicitous of obtaining farms, to 
make propoſals for them adequate to their real 


value, which would otherwile depend on the 


Juſtice and attention, or on the rapacity, in- 
dolence and caprice of the collector, were the 
liberty to be allowed him of difturbing the 


farmer and ſeizing his Ryots whenever he 
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10. Having provided for the due and un- 


moleſted exerciſe of the farmer's authority, the 


rights of thoſe who are ſubjected to it claim 


our next attention. We cannot deviſe any 
Jaw which, in our opinion, will be ſo likely 
as this to free the Ryot from undue exactions. 
The obſervance of it muſt be left to the care 


of the collectors. 


4 


* 0 
Lot 


a great encouragement to the farmer, who 
will be under no neceſſity to conceal the pro- 
fits of his farm, nor be compelled to rack his 


tenants for the means of par along 62 ex- 


emption from farther claims of the Muttaſid- 
dees and officers of the government; a prac- 
tice of antient and univerſal ſtanding, and 


which no vigilance of the collector, Whatever 


may be the degree of his own integrity, can, 
in our judgment, prevent, if the farmer is 
Nil! liable to freſh demands upon him as often 
as the government or the colleQor ſhall judge 


the improved ftate of his lands can afford it. 


The long term of his leaſe furniſhes an in- 
ducement to the farmer to improve his lands; 
but the fruits of his labour, and the returns 


of his advances muſt be inſured to him, or he 
will be the ſufferer by the attempt. — The 
faith of the government thus pledged, will be _ 


a pre- 
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8th. That the collector ſhall not uſe his 


own private ſeal in the execution of the bu- 


ſineſs; but that a general ſeal be ſtruck, with 


a proper inſcription, in the name of the Com. 


pany, as Dewan of the provinces; and that 
one be lodged with each collector, . to be by 


him affixed. to all public deeds and orders, 


where the cuſtom of the country and rules of 


the ſervice render it neceſſary. And wherever 
this ſeal is affixed, the collector ſhall atteſt it 
with his name. . 
th. That neither the collector nor Dewan 
ſhall ſend Seapoys, Peons, or any other perſons 
with authority, into the lands belonging to 
the farmers, excepting only on fuch occaſions 
as ſhall nidifoentably require it for the main- 
tenance of the peace or the immediate execu- 
tion of juſtice, in which the authority of the 
farmer ſhall be inſufficient ; that on ſuch oc- 
caſions a warrant under the public ſeal, and 
ſigned by the collector, ſhall be given in wri- 
ting to the officer employed, and be recorded 
in the judicial proceedings, with the reafons 
for iſſuing it; but that no perſon be ſummoned 
on ordinary. occaſions, except by a Tullub 
Chitty to the farmer, or order, requiring him 
to produce the perſon ſummoned in a certain 


3 { 


ſpace of tim. „ 
' Toth, That the farmer ſhall not receive 
larger rents from the Ryots than the ſtipulated 
amount of the Pottahs, on any pretence what- 
ſoever ; and that for every inſtance of ſuch ex- 
tortion, the farmer on conviction ſha]l be com- 
pelled to pay back the ſum which he ſhall 
have ſo taken from the Ryot, befides a penal- 
ty equal to the ſame amount to the Sircar : 
and for a repetition or a notorious inſtance of 


this oppreſſion on his Ryots, the farmer's leaſe 
or a mall be annued. 
11. This article alſo will neceſſarily prove 


"11th. That the farmers payments to govern- 


ment ſhall in like manner be aſcertained and 


eſtabliſhed, and no demand be made upon 
them above what ſhall be expreſſed in the Doul 
or rent-roll delivered them with their leaſe. 


- 


4 


-xprefent- eaſe ts" the firmer, and may add 
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By 


the increaſe of cultivation and revenue. 

12th. This is a continuation of the [10th 
article, and of equal eaſe both to the farmer 
and the Ryot. It has been the conſtant prac- 


tice of the Mogul government, on theiſlight- 


eſt pretence, to authorize the exaction of new 


taxes from the Zemindars and farmers.— 
In this impolitie conduct the view of remote 
conſequences was loſt in the temptation of 
inſtant gain. The principals, thus taxed, hav- 


ing a fair pretext to indemnify themſelves by 


* 


of vaſſalage, and the rights of office or power, 


. are the 


an aſſeſſment of the tenants, have never fail- 
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+ 12th, That no Mhatoots or affefiments; un- 


der the name of Mangun, Baurie Garidee, 


Sood, or any other Aboal or tax, ſhall be im- 


of Aboal which are of late eſtabliſhment, ſhall 
be carefully ſcrutinized, and at the diſcretion 
of the committee aboliſhed, if they are found. 
in their nature to be oppreflive and perni- 
MEE CIC. vv 
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ed to extort from them a much greater amount 


than that themſelves have been obliged to pay; 


_ every. dependant agent of the collections en- 
deavours on ſuch occaſions to get his ſhare 
alſo of the general embezzlement, by which 


the poor Ryot is-diſheartened, and often dif- 
abled from attending to the culture of his 
lands, which requires money as well as labour 
to bring it to ee Yew the huſband- 
man knows exactly what he has to pay, and 
is ſure of being left in the undiſturbed poſ- 


ſeſſion of that ſuperfluity which his 3 
can acquire, he will chearfully apply himſelf 


to the tillage and improvement of his lands. 
No man will labour who is denied a ſhare in 
the fruits of his labour. rt. 
Izth. The trivial preſents which the cuſtom 
of the eaſt has in all countries, as the debts 


4 * 


are in themſelves undeſerving, of notice were 
they to extend no farther: But the ſame 
practice runs through every degree of ſub- 


SL 
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vi x 3th. That all Nazzars and Salamies, which 


are uſually preſented at the firſt interview as 


marks of ſubjection and reſpect, be totally 
diſcontinued, as well to the ſuperior ſervants 
of the company and the collectors, as to the 


 Zemindars, ſarmers and other officers. 


ordination, till the amount becomes a weigh-_ | 


ty © grievance, — This alſo, like the other 


Jevies on the principal is reclaimed with 
accumulated extortion on the Ryots, who 
are taxed as often as the Zemindar or 


farmer has occaſion to perform theſe ex- 
penſive and oſtentatious acts of duty. 


» 14th, The propriety of this regulation needs 
no remark; it is neceſſary to make it public, 
with every other condition to which the farmer 
will be required to ſubſcrilde. 


ee e 


point of preſent ſpeculation; it will reſt with 
the committee to carry it into execution if it 
ſhall be found practicable, and not attend- 


ed with too heavy a charge. — The obvious 


advantages expected in theſe appointments 
are, the obtaining an exact knowledge of the 
farmer's receipts which form the groſs value of 


the lands. 


\ The aſſurances given the farmer in the 
11th article, and the clauſe in this, which 
excludes the Mohrir from all authority, 
buy prevent his being obnoxious to the far- 
US | | PROS! . 
16th. We have deemed it ſufficient for the 
Preſent to confine this reſtriction to grain 
alone. It ought perhaps to extend to all the 
neceſſaries of life. —Of all monopolies theſe 


coll moſt pernicious; and whatever the 


vent it. 


ector, Who, in effect, is the chief ruler 


ol the country, trades in, will be a mono- 
poly in ende: 


ſpite of all our endeavours to pre- 


17th. If 


* 


* 7 
. 
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114th, That the old farmer ſhall ſettle 
his accounts with ſuch of the Ryots as 
are forth- coming, in the preſence of the 
new farmer or his agents, and the balances 
which ſhall be proved ſhall be on account 
ihne 
15. That a Mohrir, or writer of accounts, 


-ſhall be appointed on the part of the govern- 


ment to every farm, who ſhall take an ac- 
count of all the receipts of the rents with 
the farmer, and tranſmit the ſame monthly to 


the collector at the Sudder Cutcherry of the 


province, but without any authority to inte 


fere in the collections. 
4 4-4 | | ; 4 17 
me” | 9% , ; 3 | | | 4534 


| 16th, That the collector be forbid, on pain 


of diſmiſſion from his office, to be concerned 


directly or indirectly, in the purchaſe or ſale 


r ' . 
* N 


17th, Thaz 


poſed upon the Ryots; and that thoſe articles 
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x5th. If the collector or any perſons who 
partake of his authority, are permitted to be 
che farmers of the country, no other perſons 
will dare to be their competitors. Of  courle 


they will obtain the farms on their own terms. 


It is not ſit that the ſervants of the Compan 
ſhould be dealers with their maſters. The c 
lectots are checks on the farmers. If they them- 
ſelves turn farmers, what checks can be found 


for them? What ſecurity will the Company 


have for their property, or where ars the 


Ryots to look for relief againſt oppreſ- 


ſions . 


 I$8th. Every precaution ought to be taken, 
and every reſtriction laid on the collector, that 
ſhall prevent his intereſt from claſhing with the 
duties of his employ. 3 
It is to be feared, that the farmer, who has 
the demands of government and the collector 
at the ſame time to anſwer, will be too apt to 
avail himſelf of ſuch a ſituation to clude thoſe 


of the former, The collector will naturally 
incline to allow a preference to his own claims, 
unleſs it be ſuppoſed that all men are proof 


againſt the temptations of priyate intereſt, and 


will ſeek that of their employers at the hazard 


of loſing their own fortunes. W̃ forbear to 


enlarge on this ſubject; we are convinced that 
many of the gentlemen who hold theſe ſtations 


are men of probity and honour.-- We muſt regard 
them all as ſuch till proofs of the contrary can be 
obtained: But it is the duty of government to 
lay ſuch reſtraints on the natural licentiouſneſs 
of mankind as ſhall make the intereſt of indivi- 
duals coincide with their duty: To preſume 


that all men are poſſeſſed of integrity, and to 


truſt entirely to this principle, is to leave a door 
open for every ſpecies of depravity; for many 
will abuſe: the confidence thus tacitly repoſed in 
them; their example will influence others; 
and, under the ſpecious appellation of perqui- 


ſites, the moſt flagrant corruption will be ad-. 
mitted, even by men whoſe natural principles, 


without ſuch a bias, would 1eceive the offer 


_ of them with abhorrence. 


19th. The deſign of this regulation appears * 
in the introduction to it. We venture to offer 


it as one of the moſt ſalutary expedients which 
can be adopted, whether for the eaſe of the far- 
mer and of the Ryots, for the ſecurity of the reve- 
nue, or for the prevention of oppreſſion.— The 
only loſers by it will be the money - lenders. 


1 
W 


kyth. That no Peſhear, Banyan, or other 
ſervant, of - whatever denomination, of the 
collector, or relation or dependant, of any 
ſuch ſervant, be allowed to farm lands, nor 
directly or indirectly to hold a concern in 
any farm, nor to be ſecurity for. any farmer, 
that the collector be ſtriẽtly enjoined: to pre. 
vent ſuch practices and that if it ſhall be 
diſcovered that any ont, under à falſe name, 
or any kind of colluſion, hath found means 
to evade this ordet, he ſhall, be ſubject to a 
heavy fine, proportionate to the amount of 
the farm; and the farni ſhall be re“ lett or 
made Khaſs 2: And: if it ſhall appear, that 
the colleQor ſhall-have countenanced, approv- 
ed, or connived at a breach of this regula- 
tion, he ſhall: ſtand, ipſo facto, diſmiſſed 


from his , colleftorſhip ; neither ſhall any 


European, directly or (indirectly be per- 
mitted to tent lands in any part of the 
country. CCC 13 . 

. 218th; That it be given in eſpecial charge to 
the committee to find out ſome means of pre- 
venting the practice of lending money on ex- 
orbitant uſury, by which the Ryots are often 
involved in heavy debts, without the hope, or 
ſcarce the probability of relief; and not only 
the fruits of their induſtry, but often the far- 
mers dues (which, in effect, are thoſe of the 
fate) become the property of the-money-lenders. 


That in the mean time the collector be forbid, 


on pain of removal from his office, either to 

lend money himſeif, or to ſuffer bis Banyan, 
or any other of his ſervants or dependants, to 
lend money to the Zemindars, Talucdars, far. 
mers, Ryots, or any other perſon whatever, 
within the diſtrict of which he ſhall: have 
charge. That in like manner the Zemindars, 


Talucdars, Shicdars, and other officers of the 4 


een ee be forbid to lend money to the 
Ryots: And that all debts contra ſted contta- 
y to the tenor of this order, after the publica- 
tion of it, ſhall be void: That this reſtriction 
is not to prevent the farmer from affording the 
vfual and neceſſary aids of Tuccabee to the 
Ryots, but that the premium of ſuch advances 
be fixed at two per Cent. per Menſem, and 
payment received, not in kind, but in money. 


„ a 1 
# : 
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19th. And to relieve the farmer from the 
neceſſity of borrowing money for the payment 
of his Kifts ot inſtallments, that the Kiſtdun- 
dee for the enſuing leaſes be fo regulated, 4s 
that Kifts may be made payable at the uſual 
periods of the harveſt, proportioned to the eſti- 

_ mated quantity and value of the crops, and 43 
local circumſtances fhall direct. | 


The proceedings of the court martial on captain Mackenzie, and the other enquires made 


on that occaſion, may ſerve to ſhew how necellary it is to free the land from the evils of ufury 


and accumulated intereſt, which is rarely lefs 


than three, and often as high as 15 per Cent, 


: 


per Menſem, which, with monthly accumulation and fees tb agents, Banyans, Peons, and 
Seapoys, may amount to 200 per Cent. per Annum : Every Rupee thus ſqueezed from the 
people is in effect taken from the government, which can receive from the people no more 


of *% 
42 


than they have to give. — We lament: that it is not in dur power whofly to repreſs this Gn 


: | ; a | 
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The only way by which ſuch an end could be accompliſhed, - would be the abſolute. drdkibieion | 
of all loans, or, which would in effect prove the ſame, by.zefuſing the aid * 8 * 

the recoyery of them: but the remedy appears deſpetate; and although many 0 Mons and va- 

lid reaſons may be urged in ſupport of it, and ie might be eaſily proved; that no ill effects 


could proceed from it with reſpect to the revenue, yet we fear to adopt it Without the laßt ne. 


cefſity.— The propoſed regulation ſtrikes at the principal root of the diſorder the reſt we 
wild to leave to the-efteQs of a more ſettled government, and to a regular eftabliſment of 
= juſtice... : b | 1 m 25 ; | 6 1 A 2 I 7 4 19834 \ gy 444 TY +4 4 
ok, The Chakaran lands are portions of "20th That to enable the com K* 8 * 


-whoſe office it is to preſerve the peace of the its ſafeguard and protection, and preſerving 
country, and to guard it againſt common rob peace and tranquillity, the coſlector be inſtruc- 
bers, an eſtabliſhment common to all parts of ted to prepare- and have in readinefs accurate 
India, and of a very antient inſtitution. It is accounts of the Chakaran lands, together with 
unneceſſary ta add any thing farther concerning a detail of the purpoſes for which they have 
this article, it being only preparatory to ſome been allotted, and their opinion of their num- 
future regulatioo . bdber of land- ſervants it will be neceſſary to re- 
rf e bortiin forithe erwies aer eie 
2ſt. The Zemindaree Chokies are places 21ſt. That all Zemindaree Chowkles ſhall 
of euſtom erected in various parts of the pro- be aboliſhed,” and none kept but ſuch as im- 
vince on the banks of the rivers, they are in- mediately depend on the government under the 
cluded in the farmed lands, and the farmers Puchuttera, Buckſhbunder, and Shahbunder. 
extort what they can get from the paſſengers. ſubject to ſuch regulations as ſhall be hereafter 
It is one of the greateſt oppreſſions of the eſtabliſhed. — 2 3508 nn een e fi 5 a; \- STE 


country, and the principal obſtruction to trade. a . 
— Theſe conſiderations induced the honout- P rinattess 2 1nd 
able court of directors to direct their ſuppreſ- mum teh ak 268 
| fon, in the 27th paragraph of their gen 25 bo POD 29h 
ral letter of the 10th of April 1771; en 50 4 +03. e | 
we are happy to be made che anftruments . mm 
ſo wiſe and equitable an'injunftion, C139 562 
_ 224, A preparatory regulation. 2̃ad. That orders be ſent through the chan- 
eee nel of the board of revenue to the collectors, 
. to publiſh the ſubſtance of the above reſolu- 
9 5 11 tions, with liſts of the Purgunnahs reſpectively 
.f. ET rn STA under their charge, or other diviſions propoſed 
Ty fo for farm by the 2d reſolution : and to advertiſe 
er”, 1,7 00% SH Ge Ot Mgt 7 for ſealed propoſals, from ſuch as are willing 
e eee farms, 40 Veatelivercd in at the Sudder - 
OO 2 4...) ...Cutcherry of each diſtri, by the 1ſt of Lawan, 
| ddr 1oth of July, excepting the provinces of 
Nucddea and Jeſſore; the propoſals. for the 
CCF former of which to be delivered in at Kiſhna- 
% E;FüFZJU—FQNITF!̃̃̃ m ß ˙˙ CARE. 00 ERC of Hon and 
/// „ , ¼ of Aaron. 2h of June 
23d. A preparatory regulation. 22᷑3d. That orders be alſo ſent. to the col- 
% „ % A ̃ 6 0G EAANCIE te 
TTT - . ., Toll of each farm, arranged in Furgunnahs, 
/I ner with full accounts. ? 
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5 © Sedder, and Mofuſſul, accompanied with an 
| explanation of their uſe, and reaſons for their 


1 55 being deemed neceſſary. To render the rent- 
OED 1. | rioll more perfect, they are farther to prepare 
1 0 92 7 aAÃſeparate account, tracing the Jumma of each 
1 farm to the higheſt value it has ever ſtood at, 
4 N -. and affigning the cauſe of its decreaſe to the 
JJ BENE TIT + is #34 preſent Randard.. tity wn bo t ab gls nt 
24th. The reaſons for this regulation are 24th. That as the ſuperviſorſhip of Dacca, 
tprelled in the regulation itſelfi. not only from the extent of its limits and the 
Fs ood 22... , magnitude of its revenue, but alſo: from. its 
being entirely compoſed of a multitude. of; in- : 
. conſiderable Zemindarees of Taalues, appears 
to be a charge of too complicated a nature to 
de managed by the chief at Dacca, at the pre- 
. V ſent ſeat of its reſidence, with proper care and 
Add ucceſs; and as it appears farther, that many 
MP I E23T JJ £4 e bol the ſubſidiary diſtricts, annexed to the other 
i ſſuperviſorſhips, are in their ſituation. ſo di- 
OL iiiitſtant and ſcattered. as to, be liable to the ſame. 
jj STOITIO O02 5-7. + 5 SIGORVSHIRUCEL, * ſhall be au- 
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At a committee of revenue; PR E S E N T. The honourable. Warren ; Haſtings: 


-- © Tfquire, William Alderfey, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, Richard . Barwel| 
Jiuames Harris, James Ca, f e John Graham, Eſquites. 1 


N T HE Board farther deliberating on the regulations entered on the proceedings of 14th, 


| ſhall be re-heard, and finally decided, by courts duly conſtituted for the purpoſe. 
Sudder Cutcherry of each diſtrict, and at the collector's office in Calcutta, 


T0 Moorhedabs. Fort William, 30 Novembe 


agree to add the three following ones, Fg 39-186 be 

Additional regulations regarding the ſettlement. © 
That ſuch farmers as deſire it, ſhall be permitted to pay their Kiſts immediate}y into the 
treaſury of Calcutta, inſtead-of the Sudder Cutcherry of che diſttict; but in ſueh eaſe the 
payments ſhall be made in ready money, not in bills; nor ſhall a longer delay be allowed in 
the payment after the expiration of the ſtipulated term of the Kiſt, than twenty days from the 
moſt diftanc parts of the province, and a proportionate time for the reſt. 

That the. offices and farms which are now. eſtabliſhed, for the adminiſtration of Juſtice in 
the diſtricts of the province, ſhall be examined and new regulated, upon fuch a footing us 
ſhall he moſt conducive to the ſecurity of property, and the general Eaſe of the people, by 
facilitating the acceſs to juſtice, by expediting its decrees, and rendering equal right to alt 
men. If the party in any cauſe ſhall not be fatisfied with the (decree of the coutt of the di 
ſtrict, he ſhall be allowed an immediate appeal to the governor in Calcutta, where the cauſe 


That all perſons ſhall have acceſs to the papers of 'the' Jumma,' Waſh}, Baukee, et the 


Reſolved, Theſe be alſo tranflated into the Bengal and Perfian languages, and ſent to Moor 


| ſhedabad, with directions to add to the. advertiſement, That all perfons ſhall have accels, 2 


the Sudder Cutcherry of each diſtrict, to the rent-roll, and Jumma Waſſil Baukee accounts, 
por ita J) ps HT CE Og evo 1 * Revenue Departmen n 

er, 1772. 

(A true Copy) | 
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IJ Mlerander Higginſony, ſecretary. 
Sod Ä , , ths 28th Tuly; £792 
Extract Proceedings of the Committee of Circuit. 
THE Honourable Court of Directors, in their letter per Lapwing, paragraph 21, declare, 
4 - ++. their determination to ſtand forth as Dewan, and, by the agency of the Company3 


'E ſervants, to take upon themſelves the entire care and management of the revenues.” 5 


what means this „ is to be exerciſed we are not inſtructed, but, by the confidence, which 
the ſentence imme 


jately following expreſſes *© in the conduct and abilities of the board to 
plan and execute this important work,” their orders are clearly. implied, that the board 
fhall plan and execute it, by ſuch means as their own judgment ſhall- ſuggeſt, for the ſecuiity 
and improvement of the revenue, and for the eaſe and happineſs of the people. This infer- 


. ence is farther confirmed by the following words * and we truſt that in the office of Dewan 


you will adopt ſuch regulations, and purſye ſuch meaſures, as ſhall at once inſure to u- 
every poſſible advantage, and free the Ryots from the oppreſſion of Zemindars, &c.” We 
have thought it neceſlary to enter thus minutely into the inveſtigation of the intent and ex: 
pectation of our employers, becauſe it will be ſcarce poſſible to proęeed in a work of this na- 
ture, without deviating from the orders which they have formerly id down for our conduct. 
They have been pleaſed to direct a total change of ſyſtem, and have left the plan and exe. 
cution of it to the diſcretion of the board, without any formal repeal of the regulations which 
they had before framed and adapted to another ſyſtem; the abolition of which neceſſarily 


includes that of its ſubſidiary inſtitytions, unleſs they. ſhall be. found to coincide. with de 


In the conſideration of the ſubje& before us, the firſt point of enquiry is, Whether the bu- 
fineſs of the Newannee ſhall be conducted as it hath hitherto been, in part by the agenc) of 
the Company's inferior fervants, conftituting'a board of revenue at Moorſhedabad, or be put 
under the immediate controul of the members of their adminiſtration ?? We ſhall not heſitate 
to determine in favour of the latter: the revenue is beyond all queſtion the firſt object 


vernment, that on which, all the reſt depend, and to which every other ſhould be made ſub- 


rvient. There muſt be à controlling power in this department, it cannot be partially ge- 
legated; but, in whatever hands it is jodged, it muſt. be abſolute and independent. But the 
ſuperior council, which is conſtitutionally the controlling power, having no cognizance nor 
connection with the inferior department, can have no knowledge of x. Fo is tranſacted _ 
from the information of the, board of revenue, which however fair and impartial, * 
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- _— 


4 | | | 4 | a9 ; . } : . . * . 4 Em 8 N 4 
| „ hh i | 


Ably convey that intimate intelligente which arifes ffoni daily praRice. and & direct commus =» 
nication with the ſervants, of the revenue: Without ſuch an intelligence, what authority cat 
the ad mimiſtratĩon ipoſſeſs in the affairs of the colleftions ? or with what conſidenee can tdey 
iſſue any orders for their improvement, impreſſed-as they muſt be, with the oonſeiouſneſe that 
they arè but imperfect judges of matters on which they dictate to others better informed?” In 
effect, all authority and command will reſt with the board of revenue; all appeals for juſtice 
from the provincial courts muſt, in regular courſe, be made to the council of revenus 3 and 
from them' to the preſident and council in Calcutta. The common people, unuſed to ſuch a 
multiplied proceſs of 1 impatient of delays; and taught to look up to the ſirſt depart · 
ment of government tor the redreſs of their wrongs,” will be cominually violating the-precifion 
ol our rules, and running to the preſidency on every occaſtion of complaint: If their cauſes 
have not paſſed through the fecond oburt, they muſt be ſent back to Maarſhedabad, and from 
thence the litigious will come with appeals to the preſideney. Thus an inhabitant of Anwan- 
oor, if he thinks himſelf aggrieved, muſt make his complaint to re egg at Kiſhenague: 
Having gone through all the due forms and neceſſary delays of that court, if he is diſlatigfied 
with the decree, he will carry his appeal to the city; there too he tnuſt go through the ſame 
forms, the ſame attendance, to obtain a ſecond hearing, and a ſecond deeree ;; this alſo not 
proving ſatisfactory, his laſt reſource will be in the government of Calcutta, which will put a 
Anal period to his cauſe. Thus, after the loſs of many months, which migbt have been uſer 
fully beſtowed both to himſelf and the ſtate in the cultivation of his land, and the care of his 


ered) a that he will make geod his ht 


410 


without it. os 2 $4 e e * * Nt uy 
Such would be the caſe of the poor plaintiff, ſupp 


themſelves to the collector or his Muttaſuddies, by exhibiting the proofs of theit appeal from 
his juſtice, or of their complaints againſt his perſon. n. 
Me do not pretend to hope for a total removal of theſe evils, by any mode which is now of- 


© x 


1 % #4 1 : * 
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more regular plan of buſineſs, and acquiring a practical knowledge and com 
lections, will be productive of many other impottant conſequen ces. 
. The numerous officers and retainers of the Khalſa, and of the new ce 


overeign. AT nel DOOR! $113 emen n 18 STE BY 79 OO YE BLOT HJ 751 p 
Their manners, by a conſtant intercourſe, will by degrees aſſimilate with ours, and breed a N 
kind of ne relation and attachment to us. This too will open a new ſoutce of trade, advan- hs 
tageous to the mother country, by the conſumption of its maſt valuable manufactures: Nor is Wes: 
this the: mere ſuggeſtion of fancy, ſince we already ſee, that in their habits, in their £quipages, „ 
in the furniture of their houſes, in their buildings, and in ſhort 4p every ching where their re- bY 

gion and the difference of climate will permit it, they begin to affect; the faſhions. of the ke 

D $9990] © nee OT YOWIAE OT ,, e 17 9 
In enumerating the defects of the preſent ſyſtem, we omitted to mention the inſecurity of the 6 95 2 
Public teaſury, and the public records of Moorſhedabad, an open and ſtraggling town, which = 
'A fewdefperate:Decaits might enter with eaſe, and plunder at diſcretion before any force could 2 
de collected to repel them. An event of this kind s nut the leſs. improbable froth its not having Ul 0 
Net come to paſs. The town of Calcutta js not only ſheltered againſt ſuch dangers, _ _ 5 0 
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fort offers à moſt complete ſecurity, both for public and private property, under all eircutt 
ſtances. 5 N — n k FT 1 2960) W ; $f: FI? 973 5 F 2s 12 I21t} 11's 110128 1 
elt is certain that ſuch a change as we have here propoſed,” is liable to its ĩncunveniences; 
all innovations are ſubject to them: We own, we foreſee many difficulties and impediments 
to their being carried into execution; which we hope will only affect ourſelves; in the addi. 
tional labour which will it require to remove them; the only inconvenience of any great impor. 
tance which occurs to us, is, that which may ariſe from the undetermined juriſdiction of the 
mayor's caurt; and the embarraſſments to. which it may ſubjeCt our management of the reve. 
nues: This we mention only as a poſſible event, which can only proceed from a more litigious 
ſpirit than we have hitherto known to prevail in the members of that court; and we hope, by 
proper cautions and judicious regulations, may be prevented. But this is a ſubject of itſelf too 
copious to admit of our enlarging upon it farther in this place; it may be ſufficlent to remark, 
that no inconſiderable branch of the collections (we mean thoſe of the Calcutta Pergunnahs) 
have been quietly conducted by Cutcherries, eſtabliſhed in Calcutta for theſe fifteen years paſt, 
without meeting with any interrupption from the mayor's court, or claſhing in any inſtance, that 
een, ner,, n eee 
+ Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the board of revenue at Moorſhedabad 
be aboliſhed, and that the court of the Khalfa, with all the offices appertaining thereto, be trans- 
ferred to the preſidency, and placed under the charge and direction of the preſident and council, 
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Extract of the proceedings of the committee of circuit, on forming a plan for conducting the 
tlie ene ie bahnen ): © ono bly Ve lov cd? agent 3 
INH E committee having thus premiſed the arrangements which appear to them neceſſary 
"4" © fob the future management of the Huzzoor * Zillas, procerd to lay down ſuch regulati- 
ons, as they judge will be requiſite, for cond woring the general ſuperintendance of the revenue - 
Tyſteryat'the preſidency, and the buſineſs of Khalſa in its detail. no 
The Dewanny may in the firſt place be conſidered as compoſed of two branche. 
Ir iſt.” The collection of the revenue: tent 21 $1412; | 292 . Ron tante 
2d. The adminiſtration of juſtice in civil caſes ; Of - 4: ang 905 eln 
For regulating the latter, a ſeparate plan has been already framed, and only waits the ap- 
probation of the council for its being carried into execution * Nas 81 
The former having been entirely ſubdivided into collectorſhips, under the agency of the 
Company's ſervants, the controul and ſuperintendance to be exerciſed by the preſident and 
council will conſiſt chiefly in iſſuing the neceſſary orders to thoſe collectors; in inſpecting, au- 
diting, and paſſing their accounts; and in occaſionally: viſiting their diſtricts for the purpoſe 
of making local inveſtigations and enquiries into the ſtate of them, and into the collectors 
diſcharge of their duty to the public, and their employers. The committee are of opinion, 
that this weighty and important truſt can be no where ſo properly lodged, as in the body of 
the council at large. The honourable the Court of Directors have indeed recommended the 
mode of committees; but nothing being ſo eſſential to the ſucceſs of the revenue ſyſtem, as ex- 
pedition in deciding upon all points of reference, and in iſſuing the conſequent orders, and 254 
committee being only authoriſed to prepare matter for the ſanction and approbation of the coun- 
eil at large, muſt neceſſarily occaſion delay in this particular; this committee think it will 
always be for the intereſt of the Company to profit from the counſel and ſervices of every mem- 
ber of their adminiſtration in ſo capital an object of their affairs. For conducting the genera! 
eontroul, therefore of the Dewanny, and for managing the detailof the buſineſs of the Khalſa, 
the following regulations are propoſ e. leon, ine ei e 
That the whole council ſhall compoſe a board of revenue, who ſhall aſſemble two fixed days in 
each week, or oftener if 'occaſion requires, for tranſacting the buſineſs of this department: 
That the whole council ſhall al ſo be ſtiled auditors of the Dewanny; and that it ſhall be the 
duty of one of the members, in weekly rotation, to report upon all accounts received from the 
collectors, in which he ſhall check all unauthoriſed charges, and remark upon all exceſſes of 
the annual eſtimates in thoſe charges which e la ech 00% en 
TPhhat the auditor of the week ſhall complete the report upon all accounts received within bis 
week, and that on the laſt Thurſday of every month there ſhall be a meeting of the board, for 
the ſole purpoſe of paſſing all the accounts of the month preceding: a ALD 

* "Phat as the preſident and council have thought proper toeſtabliſh provincial Dewans, to act 
Jointly with the collector, in all the diſtricts there ſhall be a principal Mutteſedee appointed to 
ſuperintend the conduct of thoſe Dewans, to receive from them the accounts in the Bengal 
language, and to iſſue to them a counterpart of the orders, which the board of revenue {hall 
from time to time expedite to the collectors 
That this officer ſhat! be ſtiled the Roy Royan, and that he ſhall attend at the meetings of 
the board of revenue, to make reports, to anſwer to all enquiries, and to receive occa 
inſtructions: noe Wi bind ow e een eee ee 
|  Fhatit be recommended to the board to confirm Rajah Rajebullub, the ſon of the late Rajah 
Doloobram, in the office, and to grant him the title of Roy Royan: He is a young man of veſ/ 
promiſing abilities, and we think will do credit to the appointment tt: That 
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: 2 Small diftrits near Moorſhedabad, 


ca) 


That:thechaGnefs, mall wopſeſt in 1 mining all che pecotints franſmitted im the 
a — language, in.cotparing the remittancegof the revenus with the OAElant of! invoices in 
d to hem ade into. dhe granνjtreaſury, in) realizing the Solledtionq of the 
4 . — -Pfivileoniof paying their rents at Calcit, ne pre- 
paring all grants and Sunneds, and in þ dr all Perwannas to the provincial Devedius, 
and _ be conducted by A:meſdber? of ithe yeounc in monthly rotation, and the Roy 

Roy „ avnw wendoM ow _ 

"That on all theſe points, and ſuch others as may occur in the detail of the buſineſs, the Roy 

17 ſhall report daily to the honourable the preſident and receive He in Hu tions: 


a0 he Thall fiext wait vpon the uperinte dingt member of che, Khold, and weport bo him, En- 


; E at < ſame time, ſuch inſtructions de he may tiave-recetvedifoomithe: greſfiderit; that hi 


may jointly attend to their being carried into fMtioen] as well as Juckooather buſineſs as the ſu- 


3 22 member ſhall think. p to-Jdixecby.hadthat the fuperintending member and the 


oy Royan ſhall make their joint report of en; thing that ſhall be tranſacted in this detail, at 


each meeting of the board of revenue: "ito «11510105938. 10 ee A bo 
That to nable the Ro op org Agar of his duty which injpowers him-tditranſ- 
mit a ecunterpart of the boardꝰa arders tothe Mewans; a Company's xbvenanted ſeiy ant; mith 
one or more affiſtants, ſhnall he appointed tranſlator to the Khalſa, hoſe duty it ſhall] be to at- 
tend every day, au che breaking up of the pry: gr a and! de 6 into the Perſian 
language the ſubſtance of thetomlend iſſued col the th Tuch e 
tor ſhall wait upon the ſuperintending member: Fro 1 Kulla, 
Roy Raya n ex paſi te his ordars: 40) the Dewans, Sahfermabhly theretdʒ under the public ſcal 
the Dewannee, reſerving regular copies : : ewollol 2s 01 
"That it ſhall farther be the duty of the tranſlator of the Khalfinokrarl ate, and enter in a 


book, all che letters cetti ved by the RO Royan 1 as par book hall beilaig before the board 
every day of their meeting : n I679; ea 410 * We ba<d 5a) 


1+ That a Company's.coyenanteil ſervant (with a cempetest number bfaffiants) be appointed 
to the office of accountant · general of the —— thi.detai of! whoſe duty {hall be as 


| follous :: bete 2828 nnd nem 961 YA 294 40} ThdoM 5 


ift. To keep the general hacks of the revenue according to the for is at preſent eſtabliſhed, or 


ſuch other as may hereafter be preſcribed ; tot 
Adly. To keep! befades: tbe rfollowi ſubſfidiaty Þooks,! ys” "IE the board | at every 
2 25 the council of the revenue department; Rib 
One e containing the ſettlement of eech province, wink 46 abfQra& account of the 
Whole; * Suhleng "43184 614 KAN 
oy containing che Kiſtbundee of esch district with/ohs geheral abſtract of. tue 
wee; „ist N. 
One po containing the eſtimate of, charges on each diſttict/ wich an abſtrad of the 
whole; oh nan 


One book containing the account current Kiſtbundee (or the current demands, receipts, 
"A and balances): of each n e Ges: tlie Sudder, Fi from 
;Aboknlofitheidifiridz'yo :; 1 of 752 e to elena vis ag i tT 

One. book containing Ae receipts, iſſues, andi balaijde of ſthe ecoaſuny f 01/25/1016 mods 

One bade containing the regiſter of Pauts, and bills: W according toe form 

it is now kept in at Moorſhed aba! 11h 10 46110745 ending G2 
2 To prepare monthly in Engliſh, by means of one of his aſſiſtants, an accountturrent 
Kilbbondy of the Huzzoor Jaſhil, and alſo the caſh and othet -month)yn8&counts, ſo that the 
tranſactions of that collection made, fall under the board's inſpeclion in the ſame manner as 
TEE = diſtricts under the collectors: ad the poſton 7 'U 
4thly, To report the balance of treaſury ever} to the honourable: and t 
ſuperintending . of 8 for making . 
Wealürptane figned; by the board, and ta receive and depola cep de dame, 
ſub-trea ſurer of the preſidency $. , ZI Þ 113 1-47 e143} £1 3O- 21932016 11 11 1: 1 #44 Fi 4 +> a 
Sthly. To report from time to time ihe fuperintending thoutkes ofthe Khalſa, the bills and 
aus as: chey become _ and obey ſuch orders as he may in r T Ty for realiging! 
ir amount bie ine of 1 uti (1949 1 112104 20) 36 (104109 1H omth 
6thly. To attend — weekly auditor with ſuch accounts as are received from the eolleftors,. 
and aſſiſt him in auditing the ſame as above ſpecified ; and, farther attend the monthly meeting 


of the board of revenue for paſſing accounts. „E ow 1 
7thly. To correſpond with the collectors for rectifying errors in che e accounts, under the orders. 
of th Ao liche T. woxzu Ha 
e auditor of the week. 9 2000 YOON S 1 Md. 


. brit th cordfer chi office (an! Miry/Qbiarles'Crofts,:Utie ple- 
t accountant of/the;board of revenue, whoſe diligenoe and prattica ĩn that bhuſineſꝭ, and cih 
aue dende the honoutable Court. of Directors, july oftnls Hin that import- 
charge. 
| That the following offices ſhall be eſtabliſhed for conducting the balineſs of the. n ace 
do thieſe regulation: oft gigs 4 1 fo ow 1 i 
- - 49bay g Mun * 


fl \Roy-Royari's offeg. ic 3691 ach Zuid 4% 1 te e 
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hoc will take: 1 5 
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„Do this office, all accounts, Katements, and apers whatever, are to be firſt tranſwitted, ; 
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and from thence diſtributed * the proper ics "after havin ing back et. l eee 
member of the Khalſa, and the N All other offices are to furn ln wh whatever pape 
ate tequired by this, and to be coniideped: — ſubordinate to it. In it the ſuperintendi der 1 4 


ber of the 'Khalia CRANE wy Royan will Prelide, and its er r 
ann „ 3 37 Hs Gb e e be Bog Royan, OY 8 9 Itt 0 i 
3 1 Mokcies or Writsrs. tg cs ein Fe 
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| 200 Moonſlee's office iet 
In this office will be kept copies of all * nba . and fue che Le Rajan, td 
there "we * Wer for the ſervice of it four perſon | 672013 Th > 
| Two to attend the Roy Royan; 8 a SY bee 
Two: to attend the'tranflator of the OY one GIA 
3361 4+ $4633 7 $3 14/3 . 
3d. Tina s or accountant's office, 
In this office will be kept all accounts of n Kiflbundees, the ſeveral . bes 
counts of the diſtricts, the general accounts of the year, and other neceſſary papers. The fers 
vants employed in this office are to be under the bedets of the accountant- general, to'afiſt him 
in comparing and examining the Bengal accounts with thoſe of the Engliſh, in keepin the 
treaſury account, and in ſtriking the —_ balance of it, and of the current receipts of the 
neral account · current Kiſtbundee. Copies of all Chelans ure alſo to be ſent into this office 
in the treaſury, atteſted: n enn The nne d e for this" bee wil 
1 as err g 
n * 9 1 One Naib,. | dive mag and thbinn at acccounts, 6266 e 
One head Mobi, ing the general accounts of the year: 
jos of. ( Tue Mohrir for keeping the accdunts, V eee and Kiltbundess, and 
£7} 51 ods the. gnneral abſtract of them 
One Mohrir for keeping the monthly accounts, N and diſburſements 
wo eee log 3 « the diſtricts, the eſtimates of the annual E and an abſtrac of 
| them: 
One „ keeping the monthly account-current, Kiftbundy of the 
I Ys iſtricts: 
allt * ub fg Pae Mohrir for forming the general account-current, Kiſtbundy, and fri 
king its daily balance: 
% But Wen Mebia for preparing the Sudder treaſury accounts, and 28 its 
1 aily balance: 
One 24 for keeping the regiſter of bills and Pauts, and collefting them 
When due. | 
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4th. Sberiſta A 55 9 as lis of 1 a 3 
It will be the buſineſs of this office to examine and adjuſt all accounts that may be referred to 
their inſpection, 8 thoſe of diſmiſſed officers of the revenue and old farmers. It will 
be eſpecially uſeful in aſſiſting the court of appeals in all cauſes which come before them, relative 
to exactions, extortions, or un juſt many l in Habe e ol a revenue. 4 officers te 
e ue n be. 0.36. (5 Silk 5% | 
| One Sheriftadar ; ns fie 263 Ys bus ee e e 
Ts ln | Three Mohrirs, . 14 7H CCC & 1 42 
— Zemeen Naveſſee « or regi ann mn 
| Invhis office all grants or Sunneds for Zem indarrees, Tate 3 ad public ſervi- 
ces; are to be prepared, formed, and regiſtered ; and the committee think it r F. be of much 
public utility, if all transfers of landed property, mortgages, & c. were in like manner orde 
to be regiſtered here, within a limited time from the date of the deed, and deemed invalid with- 
out ſuch ratifications, unleſs it ſhall be thought ſtill more adviſeable to eſtabliſh an office for this 
particular 1 at the Cutcherry of whe diſtri. The Goon alas af 155 keeping this 


Ru fn One Shariftailar, ps 4 11152 3 18 0 i 
Two Mohrirs. e e AIEE 
| __ 1 3 aſhil * 865 
In this office the collections will be made of all thoſe diſtricts whoſe Sd avail ende | 
of paying their rents at Calcutta, and in it the ſame ſet of monthly accounts will be . | 
are forwarded from the collectors of the diſtricts. In this office the Naib of — oyan wil 
_ with the following officers under him: - 
One Karkoons {+ | 
Two Mohrirs for 3 the: accounts of © hate and ee cot 


current Kiſtbundee : 


Two a. ee _ chown: ago and ad the monthly accounts £ 
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„ eth, Thazana, or treaſury office. 4654. e Lal s nod Drod bluider ahora s 
All remittances of the revenue.will firſt be received into this treaſury, for the ſake of examin< 


git wich the Chelans, and from hence it will be conveyed into the grand treaſury, as before 
gulated. : The treaſury-account is to be formed in this office. All Chelans are to be kept in 


. 


it, but copies to, be delivered, atteſted by the Khazanchy, into the office of the Karcoon. - The 
_ eſtabliſhment of the weaſury will bei. nals wes ee, hy 


2 


One Muſhriff, 5 in virtue of their appointment 


from court 5 % 


gh. Canoutigoe's office ®, . | | . 


The nature and ſervices of this office are fully explained 
ſhedabad: council of revenue, the 2d July 17/1; the committee are of opinion, that their 
utility is almoſt totally ſuppreſſed, from the change which has taken place in the revenue 
ſyſtem :- Out of tenderneſs, however, to the antient form of government, and deference to 


17 


5 
* 
- 


the grants which they hold for their office from the court of Dehly, the committee think the 


head Canoungoes may, be continued, either receiving their preſent Reſooms, or whatever may 
be conſidered as an adequate penſion ; but that all the dues allotted for the ſupport of theit 
officers in the diſtricts may be attached, and thoſe officers inrolled among the monthly ſervants 
of each Cutcherry. Thus the government will fill reap the benefit of | 

experience in carrying on the buſineſs, whilſt a conſiderable ſaving will be produced from the 
reſumption of the dues they have hitherto received. F 5 


25 The Nazir's office. 


 preffing payments and other like ſervices, and of the other menial ſervants of the different of- 
| = who are under the inſtruction of the Nazir: The neceſſary eſtabliſhment will be, 


One Nazir ; one Naib; three Mhirdas ; twenty-five Peons ; ſeven Dufterbunds, or 
| ,  office-keepers ; five Feraſhes ; two Ghereallies ; four Muflalhees. | 
heſe to be paid monthly wages inſtead of fees, which are to be aboliſhed. 


That the accounts of all theſe offices, as alſo thoſe of the diſtricts, ſhall: be kept in the 


Bengal language, as being more exempt from errors, omiſſions, and inaccuracies, than the 
- accounts kept in Perſian; 8 NY 


That the regiſter-office will, however, be an exception from this rule, the papers of which 


| will continue to be kept in both languages N | 

That there ſhall be three keys of 6 treaſury, one to be kept by the honour- 

- the preſident, one by the ſuperintending member of the Khalſa, and one by the Roy 
| 1 8 | | | ; 


hat the Dewannee ſeal ſhall be lodged with the ſuperintending member of the Khalſa, 


and to be affixed to the letters and Perwannas expedited by the Roy Royan; and that the 
Roy Royan ſhall alſo ſign to all ſuch letters and Perwannas : 


That a proper houſe ſhall be prepared for accommodating all theſe offices, and depoſiting 


the old records, to be known by the appellation of the Khalſa : 
That another houſe, adjacent if poſſible to the Khalſa, ſhall be prepared for the office of 
the accountant-general of the Dewannee: g . 
That the collections of Burdwan, e ih Chittagong, and the Calcutta Purgunnahs, 
ſhall de comprehended in this plan of genera | 
to the Dewannee treaſury ; and their accounts ſhall be kept by the accountant-general, but 
in a ſet of ſeparate books. | 1 8 | 
Revenue department. Alexander Higginſon, ſecretary. 
Fort William, 3d November, 1772. hn 


And your committee find, that, upon the | 2gth day of Auguſt, 1772, the governor and 


| council, in their ſeparate department, concurring with the committee of circuit, in the pro- 
Priety of the ſev appointments above-mentioned, reſolved to confirm them. 


* 


And your committee find, that the preſident and council have agreed to allow to Raja Ra- : 


jabullub, as Roy Royan of the Khalſa, 60,000 rupees per Annum, which, with 190,000 ru- 
bees per Annum granted to the Begum, and 100,000 rupees per Annum granted to Raja 
Goordaſs, make the 300, ooo rupees per Annum, which the Court of Directors permitted them 


vo allow to the perſon appointed by them as miniſter of the government and guardian of the 


Nabob's minority. 7 | ö 

And your committee find, that the committee of circuit being of opinion, that the writ- 
ten engagements hitherto entered into by the farmers of lands, have not been drawn up with 
luſicient exactneſs and preciſion ; and having conſidered this as the principal ſource of the 


_ oppreſſions, 


ny Tde afice of Canoungoe is of royal inſtitution of long landing, and in many places hereditary, It is frequently exe- 
a 


_ aboliſhed, The Canoungoes have uſually had the care of the Sudder and Moffuſul records; and all papers 
A* Canoungoe, are received as authentic and decifive in all diſputes relative to lands, their boundaries or pre- 


on the proceedings of the Mur! 


their knowledge and 


This office conſiſts of Peons employed in ſummoning the dependents of the Khalſa, 8 
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ſuperintendance ; their remittances ſhall be niade : 
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opßpreſſions, which have been too frequently exerciſed on „ they have Tettled the 
farm-of the Aumulnanta, or leaſe,' to be granted! by government, and of the Caboslent, 
agceechent,, to be entered into by the farmer, and ordered ——— elude ablich at 
Cutcheries: And for the information of the Houſe your ame are t 0 
anne x to this report, m_ ofitheſe inftruments, nd. ente bowvilcb vd 07 ige ud 
And your committee find, that the committee of circuit, far the: Ake-pwipdfc: eln, 
ing opprefiions exerciſed by the farmers on the Ryota, have ſertled the form of the Pottas 
or leaſes to be granted by the farmers to the Ryots; and fat thb id formuàtion of the Houſe, 
our committee have added, in the appendix toi this report; copies of theſe i nſtraients, - 
o. 2. 
Vour committee have alſo added, in the appendix to this report, No. 3 Copy of the in. 
firuftions, ſettled by the committee of circuit, ton be given, for the future, to*the'Duan of 
each provinee or diſtrict; Which will explain to the 1ouſe- Me, nature and rs of that 
office.» 247 A ne ene fl 16042 203 mon eee dee Romis ei viihy 
Your committee ad agu proper to add the bellwiag — of the revenues 
of Bengal and Bahar, familar to that contained in their fourth report; for the nee in 
April 17%, and N an account af che Mo mtg ta bond- Wy; at this preſidency; "heh." 
WP e F 7 froropg 2200p3DRE06 t& Lond 
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Your committee were deſirous of adding a general ſtate of receipts and diſburſements at 
this preſidency, to April 1772, but they found it impoſſible to form the ſame, as the general 
; | 'books of the preſidency for that period are not yet tranſmitted, SOL E | 
The proceedings of the committee of revenue, in order to form new regulations for ma- 
naging the ſalt trade, which are referred to in the foregoing letter of the zd of November, 
| are imperfect ; and therefore your committee have thought it right to omit bringing them 
[ down in this report, and to wait till the receipt of the next advices, when the committee of 
: revenue have promiſed to tranſmit a complete ſtate of this buſineſs. _ q 
© Your committee have found, among the papers already arrived, important information re- 
ſpecling the judicatures-of Bengal, beſides what is mentioned in the foregoing papers, which 
nformation they have omitted to bring down in this report, as it will make a part of a re- 
port on the ſtate of judicature in that country, which they are now preparing, and which 
they intend to lay before the Houſe without delay. . 7 FEE 
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— — — , — — . ; 
Mo hob. Ab Dor ES, 
$928 } he; Ad 7 br 3 Epc ii gon 77 es 
Aumulnama given to the farmers of Nuddeah, iy 
ft. H E Purgunnah of— having been let to you in farm for the term of five years, a 4 
1 you are to pay the Malguzzary at Kiſſen Nagur, agreeably to the rates of the Pot- 2 
tah and Kiſtbundy of the Chuckla gn ee eee ee * 
Adly. You are not to uſurp or take poſſeſſion of any lands under the denomination of Chaka- * 
ran, Ddwoler, Bermoter,. Mahateram, Thana, Barry, Chyrate, &c. excluſive of the origi- bw 
nal revenue-Jand in the Mofuſſel 2 F TN OF ee 5.4 
odly. Whenever any Chakaran lands are reſumed, you are to pay the Malgugzary upon them, I 
HERS . SOL 245 bod ITO LD Wn IG +3 
Ithly. The government having granted remiffion of Bazy, Jumma, and Holdarry Morocha, 13 
you are to collect no impoſitions of this ſort, ner of Salammy, Holdarry, or Moroca, from 5 
the Mofuſſel 3 "ONT OTE SEV 2 330 T0 d 70.05. SOPRAR NS We L J 4 
thly. You are to give immediate information of hidden wealth, and of effects eſcheatable x. 
to government, from a defect of heirs, as well as of all murders, thefts, and robberies, which 3p 
may be committed: | . AT, „ | Th 
6th. You are to be conſtantly watchful and circumſpect with reſpect to the Chokies, and _ 
limits of each. diviſion and Aub-diviſion, and make a timely report of every thing that may 5 1 
"th. You are to make no new grants of Bermoter, &c. without a Sunnud from the Preſence; 2 
nor are you to cut down trees? . ie: 0 
- 8th. Should any part of the Bazee Zemin be left without legal heirs to poſſeſs it, and that it ; 9 
be clandeſtinely held or enjoyed by another, you are to make report of the ſame to the Preſence, 1 
in order to its being reſumed. If any heir ſhould afterwards prove his title to the ground, you ' 1 
are to put him in poſſeſſion of it, don his producing a freſh 8Sunnud for the ſame:  ; © | = 
th, Upon all lands cultivated by the Ryots, in the Mofuſſel, you are to collect the original og 3 
Jumma of the,laſt and foregoing year, and the Aubuab, which has been eſtabliſhed in the preſent. | _ 
On no account you are to demand more: _ | 17,1 ee e lo a „ * 
10th, You, are to encourage the cultivation of all deſerted, and waſte lands; and for, ſuch 5 ' = 
| portion of lands, as the Ryots voluntarily undertake to cultivate, you are to give them Pottah on _— 
ſatisfactory terms, agreeable to which you are to receive their rents. The rents of ſuch grounds 12 
as are cultivated by Ryots without any Pottah, you are to collect according to the rates of the WE 
Purgunnah. . You are not to force the Jumma of thoſe, who have deſerted upon the remaining | _. 
11th. You are to let the rates of the former Malguzzary, and the Pottah for the preſent year's —_— 
cultivation, be the ſtandard of your collections from the Ryots ; ſhould it be known that you — 
exact more, you will not only have to repay the Ryots the ſums which you have ſo exacted, but | 303 
alſo make a proportional forfeiture to government; and if it is repreſented, that you a ſecond | "i 
ume are guilty of any oppreſſion on the Ryots, your farms ſhall then be mads Khas, and you 7903 = 
ſhall pay a fine to government; . 8 „ nee 30 e eee - © 
' 12th, You areto * adjuſt your Kiſtbundy with the Ryots, according to the ſeaſon of the [= 
* harveſt, and not make untimely demands on them, to put them to an expence of intereſt :” * 
Fe. th. You are not to levy any freſh tax of MAx N, MAHoTE, BaTTA, or Sood, ſrom 9 5 _ = 
e Ryots: Sil 9 75 3 NG | | | „ Wo” 
- 14th. Lou are not to receive any Nazeer, or Selammy, or Parbanny, from the Ryots in . wy 
the Mofuſſel, nor give enen, è . . dated © ? 44-0 
15th. The InTEREsT upon the Tucarry advanced to the Ryots in the Mufuſſel, you will re: 1 
celve at the rate of two Rupees per Cent. per Month,” and let the Tucarry be repaid in ſpecie, | | 1 £0 
not in kind | » ; 5 FL 5 © ok 1 7 Os | 9 4 
16. A Mohreer having been appointed with you in behalf of the government, you are to —_— 
ſuffer him to take comparative accounts of your, Sheriſtabund ; by no means make any ſecret or - | 79 
 Clandeſtine collections. Should this be proved, you will not only have to pay what you have fo 7 
ſecreted to the government, but alſo be fined proportionably. Whatever Sheriftadar may be ; | T "gy 
*Ppointed by the government, he will only take comparative account of your Sheriſtah; he will Pl bo.” 2 
have no concern in the management of the buſineſs, or with the enforcing regulations: ä We 
17th, If there are any dutſtanding balances due from the villages, you are to make an | Ko 
Equitable adjuſtment of them, agreeable to the accounts, in the preſence of the Ryots on the 1 1 
| 5 
: | 


<4» ) 


Cpot. For the balance ſo adjuſted, vou are to draw out a Kiltbundy, agreeabl to which, let | 
it be paid: 
18th. For the Jumma at which you have taken your n you are to be reſponſible to go- 
verument. You are to make no complaints of inundations,.. dryneſs of the feafon, waſte 
land, or of deſertion ; all loſſes incurred by theſe accidents will be your ewn. On the other 
hand, if by promoting cultivation and agriculture, you can by any legal means reap any ag. 
vantage from your farms, you have not hing to pay to government excly ive > the wee: coat that 
advantage will be your own: - 
19th. Should any of.the revenue Jand be iacroached upon by the river, on its. being properly 
enquired into, and aſcertained in the Mufuſſel, you ſhall be allowed a proportional abatement 
for it, If, on the other hand, the river leaves an addition of a freſh quantity of land which 
is cultivated, it ſhall be aſcertained, and taken by government: 
29th. Attending to the preſervation and proſperity of the country, you ſhall pay up the 
Malguzzary. Whenever you ſhall relinquiſh your farm, 'you-ſhall give in a Huſtabood of is 
then ſtate, agreeably to the rates of the Pottah and Jumma at which you took i it; vou ſhall 
yon ive an account of what improvement you have made in cultivation: 
| we 4 You are to give the Ryots a Dachilla for every Kilt which they pay, and after clearing 
2 AG with them at the end of the year, a Farcutty or aequittance: 
22d. The former Pottab * of the Ryots having been diſapproved, you are to collect them al 
from the Ryots, and tear them. A new form of a Pottah has been eſtabliſhed at the Preſence, 
agreeable to which form you are to diltribute Pottahs to every Ryot: 
23d. To reſume the ſubject of the gth article regarding the Adel, and the Abuad: 15 what- 
ever Jumma was formed in the year 1172 1 by the Aſſeel and Abuab, and the Abuab which - 
_agreeably to the records of the Sutter, has been accumulated theteon ſince the year 1173 6, 
thoſe being conſolidated together, What Jumma they may now form, you are. to let that be 
the ſtandard of your collections: On no account you muſt demand more. 
The Cabooleat or agreement given by the farmers of. Thadilenh is | exactly | in the fare terms 
with the Aumul Nama, mutatis mutandts, E erin io 13s 2 a | 
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Pottah * Ryotty Land. 


0 R the Jumma and ground which you hold in the village of —in the e of 
2 a Pottah for the preſent year is now made out, and given you, containing the different 
rates as ſpecified underneath ; which you are to pay, and not more. No demand of Mhatoote, 
Puncheek, or Dereenck will be made upon you. The Haldarry upon marriages, and Bazec 
Jumma of the Sudder, have alſo been remitted ; theſe you will not have to pay. Whatever 
you was before in poſſeſſion of, and the ground, together with the trees upon it, which before 
belonged to you, that you are now to keep poſſeſſion of, and, exerting yourſelf towards culi - 
vation, pay your reat agreeable to the Kiſtbundy, F or the Bengal year 1179. | 


4 Rates to be 71 eee 
The Aſſul Jumma e Begah of Ryotta land, according to the rates Fo the Nees 
Abuab according to whatever may be the rates of the nh. and Purgunjah. 


oy Pottah for Pykaſht land. | 
For the Jumma and und which you before held in the village of = in 9 0 Pargonnat 
Ofon—z Pottah for groun ſent year is now made out, and given you, containing the different 
rates as ſpecified ee which you are to pay, and not 2 Cowrie more. No demand o 
Matoote, Punchuk, or Deerenk, will be made upon you. Whatever land and trees before - 
belonged to you, you are to keep poſſeſſion of, and, exerting yourſelf in cultivation, Pay your 
rents according to the wee For the Bengal year 1179. 


Rates of the p ykaſhtah. 9985 
Aſſul of each Begah of Pykaſhtah land, ee to the rates of the Purgunnab: 
Abuab according to the rates of the Chucklah and Purgunnah. | 


APPENDIX. 
No. 3. 


Tafrufions to Der Syng Roy, Duan' of Nuddea. 


6 ah. Der Syng Roy, health.—You having been appointed by the Sener Dewan of the 
Purgunvah of Aukerah, &c. the Zemindary of Mahah Rajah Kiſhen Chund Behade” 


an behalf of the company, the following articles are laid down as 1 for your condu 10 


® Leaſe, + Additional t:x, not the Aful or ground-rent, t 1765. 5 1766. 


K & ) 


A Al the lands have been farmed out for the term of five years, commencing fi 


om the 1ſt 
of Byſack, 1179, equal to the roth April, 1772, Ou. 


R 


— 


Adly. You having been appointed Dewan, you are in conjunction with the collector,, Mr. 
cob Rider, to collect the Kiſts from the farmers, agreeably to the Bundbuſt which has been 
concluded by public outery, and remit" them to the Sudder. You are alſo, both for the gu- 
rity-of the revenue, and agreeabſe'to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, to keep a ſeparate. account of the 
collections. And all orders which may be iſſued into the Mofuſſel, all receipts given to the 
firmers, and all accounts and 2 which may be tranſmitted to the Sudder, o 
are to ſign. 5 1 e ; ee Ln MoS a5 a $67 Fin Mov we dene 207 10 rr; 
-3dly. The collactor is not. to circulate any orders in the Mofiſſol under his own ſeal, hut under the 
Dewanny ſeal of the company. The ſeal muſt remain with him, and, according to the cuſtom 
and mode of tranſacting the government's buſineſs, he will affix the ſeal to all the Company's 
papers, and atteſt them with his own hand. 22 ö ; f 


„% 33 r 


Athly. No Sepoys, or Peons, &c. are to be ſent by the collector, or yourſelf, into the diftrifts f 
the farmers, except when the pres F the farmers is inſufficient to enforce juſtice, or maintain tbe 
peace of the country; in which caſe one perſon may be ſent with a writing under the Company's ſeal, 
and ſigned by the collector and yourſelf, And all circumſtances on which people have been ſo ſent, 

you are to regiſter in the Adawlet proceedings. Whenever it is requiſite that any perſon 
ſhould:be ſent for,}it muſt be done through the Izaradar, by ſending the Tullub Chitty to him, 
requiring him to ſend the perſon wanted to you, „ „„ 
5th. The Izaradars are on no account to demand more from the Ryots than what is mentioned in 
thur own Pottah and Cabooleat, and in the Pottah of the Ryots. Should it be proved that they have 
received more, they muſt not only refund what they have ſo taken, but alſo pay à proportional fine to 
government. If they are a ſecond time guilty of any oppreſſion on the Ryots, their farms muſt then be 
forfeited; on this occaſion do, you be watchful and circumſpert, 4 
5 | 19 : # 
bth. Agreeable to the terms of their Pottah and Kiſtbundy, the Izaradars are to pay their 
revenues, You are not to demand more of them. g 1 . 


"th. You are to levy no Aboab, or freſh Muthote of Mungun, Sood, &c. from the Ryots. 
sch. No Nudzeers or Selammys are to be taken, either by the collectors or any other gentle- 


men, their Mutſuddies, or any other ſervants of the government, nor by any Aumils, Zemin- 
dars, Izaradars, or any other dependant. This practice has been entirely aboliſbed. 


gth. The old farmer is to ſettle his accounts with the Ryots on the ſpot, in the preſence af 
the new farmer, and for whatever balances is 6utftanding the new farmer is to be reſponſible. 


roth. With every farmer a Mohreer muſt be appointed in behalf of the government, who, 

as well as the farmer, muſt take an accouut of the daily collections, and tranſmit his accounts 

monthly to the Sudder Cutcherry. He is however to have no concern with the management 
of the buſineſs of the country. 1 9 85 | 


 1ith, The Mutſuddies, or ſervants of the collector, nor any of their relations or ſervants, are by 

o means whatever allowed to Hold a farm, nor to be concerned with the farmer, either as his jecurity or 
| otherwiſe. Should it be proved that any of them artfully conceal their own names, and hold a farm 

under cover of another, they ſhall not only forfeit their farm, but pay a fine to government, propor- 
toned to the Fumma. No European whatever, either in bis own name, or in the name of another, 


#5 allowed to bold a farm. 


12th, No Mui ſuddy, Aumil, or ſervant of the collector, nor any perſon concerned in the revenue, 
is allowed to lend money to any of the Zemindars, Talooſfdars, Izaradars, or Ryots, nor are the | 
Lemindars, Talookdars, or farmers, to lend money to the Ryots. For the purpoſe of cultivation N 
Tucavy is to be advanced to the Ryats, at the rate of two rupees per Cent. per month intereſt, which 


75 to be recovered in ſpecie, and not in kind. 


„ 13th. In order to obviate the neceſſity of the farmers borrowing money to pay upthe rents, the Kiſls 
in the Kiſtbundy are to be proportioned according to the ſeaſon of felling the gram after the harveſt, 
by which means the Malaguzzary may be diſcharged with eaſe. Agreeably to this mode, the Tojee 


is to be adjuſted, and the rents received from the Ryots. 


kath. All the Zemindary Chokies, excepting the ſmaller land-Chokes, haue been aboliſped, and 
only the Chokies of the Nizamut, Syer, Chunacolly, Mabel Pachonterah, Bukſh Bunder, and Shab | 


Bunder, are to remain, 
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15th. Such farmers as are deſirous of paying their rents at Calcutta, ſeparately from the 
Purgunnah, may do it. ä 5 4 | 


16th. The adminiſtration of juſtice is to be put upon another footing. At the Cutcherry of 
every Zillah, there will be a Derogha, &c. appointed, before whom all cauſes are to be ad- 
juſted and decteed ; ſuch perſons as are not ſatisfied with their decrees, may take a copy there. 
of, and be allowed an appeal to Calcutta, where their cauſe will undergo a re · examination. 


5 e 17th. You are to conduct the buſineſs with integrity and fidelity, to give in the neceſſary 

4 papers at the end of the year, according to cuſtom, and keep all profeſſions ſatisfied and con- 
tented with your good conduct, Whatever regulations my be hereafter iſſued, you are to be 
acquainted with by the collector, and taking a tranſlation of them for yourſelf, carry them into 
execution. 5 i ag | „ 85 N 
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